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HE Great Caſe of Tyths, by Anthony 
1 Pearſon, having been long out of Print, and 
wow Reprinted, we thought it might not be int- 
proper to give the Reader ſome Account of the Authcr, 
and the Circumftances which occaſion d the Writing 
it. | n 


i Anthony Pearſon was a Juſtice of Peace in 
Weſtmorland. He publiſb d his Treatiſe of Tyths 
iu the Year 1657, which was 1 well received by 


*3 


the Publick, that in about Two Years it paſ3'd Three 
= Editions. 


* 83 % 
>. AN RE 
hy 2 1 
4 * 


The Cry of Oppreſſion being great from divers 
Parts of the Nation, becauſe of the ſevere Proſecu- 
tions for Tyths, the Author was excited to write on 
that Head, in Compaſ/ion to the Sufferers ; and to re- 
move, if poſfible, by Reaſon and ſound Argument, 
= the Yoke and Burthen of Tyths from off the labo- 
rious Hasbaudman, and, otherwiſe, a free People. 
97 The Parliament hag, ſome Years before, relieved 
the Subject, from the Power and Furiſdifion of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to which Proſecutions for 
'Tyths were limited by an Ad made in the Wir- 


235 
* 
Ty 2 1 
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iv The PREFACE. '" 
ty-ſecond Year of Henry the VIII. but the People 'MF | 
did not long enjoy the Benefit of that Relief: For 


ſome, who Fe themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
of Miniſters, pro Tempore, Dated October the 


ſecond, 1644, Aud another for Pyths, Dated No- 


vember the eighth following. Upon this they fell to 
proſecuting ſuch as reſus' d to pay them Tyths, in the 
Courts at Weſtminſter, and petty Courts in the Coun- 
try, and the Severity of their Proſecutions was ſo great, 


that the Author has taken particular Notte of it, and 2 
ſet forth ſome of their cruel] Exactious. 


F® 


110 he has given an Extract, or ſhort Hiſlory 
ths, from the firſt Appointment of them under 
23 taken moſtly from the Hiftory of Fyths by 


of 
the 


the Learned Antiquary J. Selden, he then conſiders 


the ſeveral Claims made to them. As firſt, by Divine 
Right. Secondly, By the Gifts of Kings and Princes. 
Thirdly, By the Laws of Kings and Parliaments. 
Fourthly, By Particular Gifts, Appropriation, Con- 
ſecration and Donation of the Owners of the Land. 
Fifthly, By Preſcription and Legal Poſſeſſion. 
Sixthly, By Purchale. The Arguments advanced 
for each of theſe Claims, are particularly anſwer'd ; 
and, the Author ſays, he labour d dilizently for Two 
Years and more, to inform himſelf fully what could be 
alledg d for them. 


TH E 


got an Ordinance of Parliament for the Ordination © 
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Author's Preface 


To THE 


0 * ot TOY T Ho 


_ 


" To the Country-men; Farmers, and 


Husbandmen of England. 


T is for your Sakes that this ſmall 
Treatiſe is ſent Abroad, that in a 

| Matter wherein you are ſo much con- 
Ed you might be truly informed : 


And en there are many differing 


Opinions. and of late Years have been 
great Diſputes, concerning the Right 
of Tyths, which makes the Caſe ſeem 
difficult ro be reſolved, I have given 
you the Subſtance of all that ever I 
could find written, or hear diſcourlſed, 
touching that Point; and for more than 
Two Years laſt paſt; I have made 
much Enquiry into it; and if there be 
any who have ſomething to ſay for 
them, | 


vi The Author's Preface. 


them, which is not herein touched, or 


in ſome general Head comprehended, 


it ſhall be acceptable to me to re- 


* * . 


ceive it. 5 
The Method of the Diſcourſe. 
Firſt, I have begun with Tything 
amongſt the Jews, which, either in Pre- 
cept or Example, is the Foundation for 
all others. 
Secondly, TI have given you a ſhort 
View of the Doctrines, Opinions, De- 
-crees, and Practices of the Primitiaze 
Church concerning them, and from 
thence downward until this Day, which 
is enough to clear the whole Point. 
Thirdly, Our of which, hawing made 
ſome ſhort Obſervations, I late the Caſe 
as it concerns us in England. 
Fourthly, And then bearing ewhat 
every one hath to ſay for them, and 
giving them particular Anſwers. 
Fifthly, I proceed to ſatisfy ſome 
great Objection, and fo conclude the 
Whole, in as much Brewity as the Vari- 
ety of the Subject would permit. | 
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i Of TYTH ING amongſt the Jews. 
3 n G. D having choſen Aaron and his Sons for 


the Office of the Prieſthood, and the reſt 
of the Tribe of Levi for the Service of the 


_ "Tabernacle, he gave unto the Levites all the Tenth 
in J/ael for an i 
they were to have no Inheritance among the Chil- 
. dren of Mrael. CEE 


nheritance for their Service, and 


Ap the Levites out of their Tyth, were to 
offer up an Heave-Offering of it for the Lord, 


cven the tenth Part of the T'yth, and give it 
unto Aaron the Prieſt for himſelf and his Sons; 
and no other Portion had the Prieſts out of the 
TPeyths, but they were for the Levites that did the 
cCanmon Services of the Tabernacle, for the Stran- 

gers, for the Fatherleſs, and the Widows. 

-— BEsIvpes the Tenth of the Tyth, the 


. 


Prieſts had the firſt-ripe Fruits of 


the Ground, of Wheat, of Barley, of Deu. 18.4 
Figs, of Grapes, of Olives, of Pom- 


| 5 granates and Dates, at what Quantity the Owner 


by 


pleaſed 


. The Great Caſe of Tyths, cc. 


30, C 32 


pleaſed ; a Heave-Offering alſo of Corn, Wine, 
127 45:15 Oyl, Fleece, and the like, were given 


ſometimes at the fiſtioth or more, at the Devotion 


of the Owner, 
Or Cattle alſo the Firſt-born were the Lords, 


paid to the Prieſts, of clean Beaſts in kind, of 


Fa Unclean in Money, with a fitth Part 
od. 13-2 added: Alſo divers Parts of the Sacri- 


fices were appointed for the Prieſts. 
Bur no Tyths did the Prieſts receive of the 
People; for thoſe belonged to the Levites that were 


appointed over the Tabernacle, and the Inſtru- 
ments thereof, to bear it, to take it down and ſet 
it up, to ſerye Aaron and his Sons, and to do the 
Services of the Tabernacle, and keep the Inſtru- 
ments thereof ; and their Service chiefly was upon 
removing of the Hoſt ; tor'better ordering where- 
of, and every ones Service, they were divided into 
three Parts, the Koathites, the Gerſbonites, and the 
Merarites, and theſe received 'Tyths of the People, 
and out of them a "Tenth Part they delivered to the 
Prieſts. h | I Io 8 
Ar rERWAR DS, When Solomon had builded a 
Temple, and placed the Ark therein, other Of- 
1 Chrom . one Part of them were to be Singers; 
another to be Porters, and take the 
Charge of the Gates of the Temple; another to 
be Keepers of the T'reaſury: Others of them alſo 
were placed abroad in the Country, on the Weſt- 
Side of Jordan one Thouſand Seven Hundred: and 
on the Faſt-Side two Thouſand {even Hundred. 


By this Time alſo the Poſterity of Aaron being 


much increaſed, the Prieſts were divided into twen- 
ty-four Ranks or Courſes, according to the Names 
of their Families, and every ones Attendance was 
requird by Turns; and hereupon Zacharias is ſaid 
| | | | */FQ 


to the Prieſts at the fixtieth Part, 


fices were appointed for the Levites; 
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to be of the Courſe of Abiab, and to execute the 
pPrieſts Office, and burn Incenſe as his Turn came, 
Luk. i. and the firſt of the firſt Rank had the Pre- 
"Zeminence and was the High-Prieſt, and ſo oy 
one according to their Precedency were preferred. 


7 * 
8 
. 
KS. 


Trex Levites, that were Singers, were divided 


as the Prieſts, into twenty-four Ranks or Courſes; 


the Porters into five Parts, one Part to every ot 


tthe four Gates of the Temple, and the fifth to A 


ſuppim, i. e. the Council-Houſe. 


> Tre Treaſury was generally committed to One, 
as the chief, but under him to two Sorts of other 
Officers; one to keep the Treaſures of the Houſe 


of the Lord, and thoſe Things that were offered 
to the Lord; and the other to keep the dedicate 


hings : In theſe Treaſuries were put the ſecond 


#Tyths, the Offerings of all Sorts of People, which 


L; were for the Uſes and Services of the 'Temple, for 


* £7 
Eo. 
* 
> 
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the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, and the Widow. 


9 


Ar rE R the Captivity, and new Dedication 
of the Temple, it appears, that in many Particu- 
lars, their Laws, Ordinances, and Cuſtoms, were 


very much changed, eſpecially in this of Tything: 
But not being much pertinent to this Diſcourſe, I 


ſhall paſs them over; only from theſe ſhort Hints, 
let the Reader underſtand, that though the Prieſts 
and Levites were both of the Tribe of Levi, yet 
was the Prieſthood ſettled in the Sons of Aaron, 
and the Offices of the Prieſts were quite different 
from the Levites, and ſo was. their Maintenance di- 
ſtinct, as before is herein plainly ſhewed 

Tres e Prieſts and Levites being ſeparated for 
the Work of the Lord, in the Tabernacle and in 
the Temple they miniftred according to the Ordi- 
nances of the firſt Covenant, which were Figures 


tor the Time then preſent, and Shadows of good 


Things to come. 


R 4 


e 


— 


— 
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— 


Practices of Tything, from the In- 
fancy of the Chriſtian Church until 7 
this Day. 4 
T3 U T. in the Fulneſs of Time, God raiſed op 
another Prieſt, Chriſt Fe/ts, who was not of % 


C 
| the Tribe of Levi, nor conſecrated aiter the Order 
N of Aaron; for he pertained to another Tribe, of 

1 

{ 


| 
| A View of the Dodctrines Decrees, and YZ 
| 


which no Man gave Attendance at the Altar, who 
(having obtained a more excellent Miniftry, of a 
greater and more perfect I abernacle, not of the 
former Building, being the Sum and Subſtance of 
all the Patterns of Things under the firſt Cove 
nant) put an End to the firſt Prieſthood, with al! 
its Shadows, Figures, and carnal Ordinances, and 
changing the Prieſthood, which had a Command to 
take Tyths of their Brethren, there was made of 
Neceſſity alſo a Change of the Law, and a diſan- 
nulling of the Commandment going betore, which 
was but impoſed until the Time of Reformation. 
Ap the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chrift Jeſus, 
when he had finiſhed his Office upon Earth, by of- 
fering up himſelf through the Eternal Spirit, a Sa= 
crifice without Spot unto God, did not look back #® 
to the Ordinances of the former Prieſt cod, but teſti: 


| fied an End was put unto them; and witnefled =} 
| againſt the Temple, wherein the Pricfts miniftred, 
| for which Stephen was ſtoned to Death; againſt Cir- 

cumciſion, laying, It was not that of the Fleſh, 
| againſt the Paſſover, Prieſts, Sc. and preached up 
| Chriſt Feſus and his Doctrine, the new and living 


firſt Tabernacle was ſtanding. Nor did they go 
about to eftabliſh the Law by which Tyths were 
| EO given 


| Way, which was not made manifeſt while as the 
I 


The Great Caſe of Tyths, c 11 
given in the former Prieſthood, but freely they 
preached the Goſpel which they had received, and 

did not require any ſettled Maintenance, but lived 
1- pof the free Offerings and Contributions of the 
51 Saints, who by their Miniſtry were turned to 

Cyriſt gn. 1 : 
A Yeriſalem and thereabouts, ſuch was the 
Unity of Heart amongſt the Saints in the Apoſtles 
up Time, that all Things were in common, 
of and none wanted; and as many as were 
er Poſſeſſors of Lands or Houſes, fold them, and 
brought the Price and laid it down at the Apoſtles 
10 Feet, and it was diſtributed unto every Man ac- 
'a cCording as he had Need. | | | 
he _ So the Church gathered by * Mark at Alexan— 
of aria in Agypt, followed the ſame Rule as the Saints 
did at Feru/alem, having all Things in common: 
ll And Philo Fudens, a famous Author of that Time, 
d reporteth, that not only there, but in many other 
o Perovinces, the Chriſtians lived together in Societies. 
HII the Churches at Antioch, the Saints poſſeited 
— every Man his own Eſtate; fo likewiſe 
nin Galatia and Corinth, where the Apo- 
© file ordained, that Weekly-Offerings tor the Saints 
* A ſhould be made by every one as God Eee 
had bleſſed him; and by theie Ollerings %. 16.8. 
- _ (which were put into the Hands of the Deacons of 
the Churches) were all the Services and Neals of 
1 


As 4, 34 | 


As 11, 29 


the Church ſupplied. 

= + Br Example of theſe, the Courſe of Month- 
„ ) -Otterings ſucceeded in the next Ages, not ex- 
al cted, but freely given at the Bounty of every Man, 
= as appears plainly by Tertullian in Apoleget. ch. 39. 


) KK 5 | : g : 

where, upbraiding the Gentiles with the Picty and 
Devotion of Chriſtians, he ſaith, Fhatſdever we 
Have in the Treaſury of our Churches, is not raiſed 


2 $ 8 | — | 7 [ ; 
* Hieron. in vita Marc. + Vide Synod. Sangr. Can. 6% 


— — — — 
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by Taxation, as though we put Men to ranſom their 
Religion, but every Man once a Month, or when it 
pleaſeth himſelf, beftoweth what he thinks good, aud 
not without he liſteth; for no Man is compelled, but 
left free to his own Diſcretion : and that which is 
given is not beftowed in Vanity, but in relieving the 
Poor, and upon Children deſtitute of Parents, and 
Maintenance of aged and feeble Perſons, Men wreck= - 
ed by Sea, and ſuch as are condemned to the Metal. 

Mines, baniſhed into Iſlands, or oy into Priſon, 
profeſfing the true God and the Chriſtian Faith. 

AN p this Way of Contribution continued in 
the Church, till the great Perſecution under Maxi- 
minian and Diocleſian, about the Year 3c4, as 
Euſebius teſtifieth, which alſo appears by the 

Writings of Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, and others. 
 ABovur this Time alſo, ſome Lands began to 
be given to the Church, and the Revenue of them 

was brought into the Treaſury of the Church, and 
belonged to the Church in common, and was diſtri- 
buted as other Offerings, by the Deacons and El- 
ders; but the Biſhops or Miniſters meddled not 
therewith : for * Origen faith, It is not Jawful for © 
any Miniſter of the Church to poſſeſs Lands (given 
to the Church) to his own Uſe; And called to the 

Miniſters, Let us 4epart from the Prieſts of PRHARNOAR, 
who enjoy earthly eee to the Prieſts of the 
Lox D, who have no Portion in the Earth. And. 
in another Place he ſaith, It hehoveth us to be faith= = 
ful in diſpoſing the Rents of the Church, that ve 
our ſelves devour not thoſe Things which belong tothe 
Mi domus and the Poor, and let us be content with * 
fumple Diet and neceſſary Apparel. And () Urban 
Biſhop of Rome, Anno 227, did declare, T hat the 
Church might receive Lands and Poſſe/ſions offered by 
8 | | the 


* 
* 
r 


— öEẄW | 


r kuſeb. lib. 4. ch 22. * 16 Homily upon Geneſis, fo}. 26, 
ch. 3. $ Urban 1. in Epiſt. c. 12. . 1. c. 161. 


A 
4 
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| | tb Faithful, but not to any particular Man's Benefit, 


. 


but that the Revenues thereof, ſhould be di Aributed 
as other Offerings, as Need required. 


4 XZ *Cyrxzxian Biſhop of Carthage, about the 
YN Ly oar 250, alſo teſtifieth the ſame, and ſheweth, 
chat the Church maintained many Poor, and that 
1 ger own Diet was ſparing and plain, and all her 
Expences full of Frugality. 


** PROSPER allo faith, that a Miniſter able 


? 4 to live of himſelf, ought not to participate of the 
Goods of the Church ; for ſaith he, T hey that have 
ef their own, and yet "defi re to have ſomewhat given 
tbem, do not receive it without great Sin. 


+ T xx Council at Antioch, Anno 340, (find- 


| e that much Fault had been among the Dea- 
Icons, to whom it properly belonged) did ordain, 
that the Biſhops might diſtribute the Goods of the 


Church, but required that they took not any Part 

to themſelves, or to the Uſe of the Prieſts and Bre- 
thren that lived with them, unleſs that Neceſſity 
did juſtly require it, uſing the Words of the Apo- 


N F ſtle, Having Food and Raiment, be therewith content. 


In theſe Times, in many Places, the Chriſtian 


| * $ Converts 3 Joyned themſelves in Societies, and choſe 
2 a ſeparate Life, ſelling what they had, and living 


Pogether in common, after the Exam ple of the for- 


f 4 mer Saints about Feru/alem, as 4 Che ry/ſo ou notes, 
> who lived about the Year 400, by who 

it alſo appears, that there was not the leaſt 015 
or Practice of the Payment of Tyths in thoſe for- 
mer Ages. 


Writings 


T u & Church now living altogether by free Of 


4 'ferings of Lands, Money, and Goods, the People 


5 


ere much preſſed to bountiful Contributions for 


holy 


. 
8 


| $ + Cyprian Epiſt. 27, 34, 36. ** Lib. 21. de vita contem- 


A. 5. t Con. Ant. cap. 25. f Hom. 11. in Acta Tom. 6. 
| dit, Saviliana, pag. 89). 
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holy Uſes, as may be ſeen by the Writings of 


erom and Chryſoſtom, who brought the eit 
Liberality in their * of Tenths, for 0 2 
ample, beneath which they would not have Chri- 
ſtians determine their Charity; where Chry/o/tom 
ſays, he ſpeaks theſe Things not as commanding or 


forbidding that they ſhould give more, yet as think- A 
ſhould not give leſs than the . * 


ing it fit that the 
tenth Part. Hierom alfo doth earneſtly admo- 
niſn them to give bountifully to the Poor, and 
double Honour to him that labours in the Lord's 


Work; not binding at all to offer this or that Part, 


leaving them to their own Liberality, but preſſing 
ay might not tall ſhort of the Fews. . 


AMBROSE Who was Biſhop of Milan, about 


the Year 400, preached up Tenths to be offered 
up for holy Uſes, (as the Phraſe then was) as may 
be ſeen in his Sermon of Repentance ; but his Au- 
thority he produceth wholly from Moſes's Writings, 


and quotes divers Sentences, and threatens the Peo- 
ple, that if they would not pay their 'Fenths, 
God would reduce them to a Tenth. 


Ix like manner 4A Auguſtin Biſhop of Hippo, 


hath a whole Homily for the Right of Tyths, who 


calls upon thoſe that have no Fruits of the Earth, 


to 
* Homil. 43. ad Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth, in cap. 16. ** Ad 
cap. 3 Malachiæ. + Tom. 5. Serm, fer. 2. oo dom. 1. qua- 


drageſſima & vide Serm. in Aſcenſ. Domini. ++ In Serm. 
de temp. in Tom. 10. Hæc eſt (ſaith be) Domini juſtiſſima 
conſuetudo, ut fi tu illi decimam non dederis, tu ad decimam 
revoceris. : | 1 

And afterwards. with much Earneſtneſs, Decimæ ex debito requi- 
runtur, & qui eas dare noluerit, res alienas invaſit; & quan- 
ti pauperes in locis ubi ipſe habitat, illo decimas non dante, 
fame mortui fuerint, tantorum homicidiorum reus ante Tri— 
bunal æterni judicis apparebit, quia a Domino pauperibus 
delegatum ſuis uſibus reſervavit. Qui ergo fibi aut præmi- 


um comparare aut Peccatorum defiderat indulgentiam prome- 


reri, reddat decistam 
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to pay the Tenth of whatſoever they live by; and 

ſaith, the Neglect of Payment of Tyrhs is the Cauſe 
of Sterility and Blaſting; and agrees with Ambroſe 
in his Threats, That God would reduce them to a 
Tenth; and tells them, That not pa ing their 
Hytbs, they ſhall be found guilty at God's Tri- 
F< bunal, of the Death of all the Poor that periſh 
 Z< through Want, in the Places where they dwell; 
and bids them that would either get Reward, or 


Z$ deſire the Pardon of their Sins, to pay their Tyths. 


I heſe two great Biſhops agree, and from the Law 
given to the HVraelites, take their whole Doctrine, 


* 


: and impoſe their own Opinion with ſo heavy Pe- 
"paltics : But yet take Notice to what End they re- 
guired them, That the Poor might not want, 
and ſay, that God hath reſerved them for their Uſe. 
IL o (called the Great) who was Pope from 
440 to 460, was likewiſe very earneſt and large in 
ſtirring up every Man's Devotion to offer to the 
Church part of his received Fruits, but ſpeaks 
not a Word of any certain Quantity, as may ap- 


pear by his Sermons De jejunio decimi menſis & 
nh s. Ts | 5 
 # Severin alſo, about the Year 470, ſtirred up 
the Chriſtians in Paunonia, who in Example of his 
Bounty, gave the Tenth of their Fruits to the Poor. 
# * Grecorr not only admoniſheth the Payment 
ol Tyths from Mo/es Law, but alſo the obſerving 
the Time of Lent, conſiſting of Six Weeks, out of 
Which take the Sundays, and there remains thirty- 
Ex Days, the tenth Part of the Year, Fractions of 
Days omitted; this Tenth of Time he would 
have given to God, ſaying, We are commanded in 


be Law to give the Tenth of all T hings unto God. 
7 AND 
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16 The Great Caſe of Tyths, Cc. 
A p from the Opinions of theſe and other an- 
cient Fathers, who took their Ground from the 3 
Law, Tyths, Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and other Things, 
came to be introduced and brought into the Church. 
Bur notwithſtanding the Doctrine and hard 
Threats of ſome of the great Biſhops of that Time, 
it was not a generally received Doctrine, that 
Tyths ought to be paid, nor till about the Year © 
800 was any Thing by the then Church determin- y 
ed or ordained, touching the Quantity that ſhould f 
be given, though (no doubt) in many Places, 
amongſt the Offerings of the devouter Sort, Tenths, 
or greater Parts of their Annual Increaſe were gi- 
ven, according to the Doctrine of Ambroſe, and « 
others. . 4 
** TA E Offerings of the Church in thoſe A- 5 
ges were received and diſpoſed of in Maintenance 
of the Prieſts, and Relief of thoſe that were di- 
ſtreſſed; neither had the Prieſts ſuch a particular + * 
Intereſt in the Profits received, as of late Time 
they have uſurped ; all that was received, where- 
ſoever in the Biſhoprick, was as a common Trea- 
ſury, and was diſpenſed, one fourth Part to the 
Prieſts, out of which every one had his Portion; 
another fourth Part to the Relief of the Poor, Sick, 
and Strangers ; a third to the building and repair- 
ing of Places for publick Meetings, called Churches 
and the fourth to the Biſhop.. And generally then. 
the Biſhop lived in ſome Monaftery, and his Clergy 7 
with him, from whence he ſent them out to preach 'y 
within the Countries in his Dioceſs, and there they 1 
| 


received 


— 


* — 


As is teſtified by Apobard. Biſhop of Lyons. a highly eſteemed 
Man, in his Treatiſe De Diſpenſatione, &c. contra Sacrilegos. pag. 
276. ** ge not offended at the Word Prieſt, no other can 
be given to this Age; for the Title, as then twas given e 
them, lo it was owned by them. 5 
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received ſuch Offerings as were made, and brought 
je them to the Treaſury. 
s, Ax though divers of the Fathers, Popes, and 
1. X Biſhops did declare that Tyths were due, and ought 
d mM to be paid; none of the firſt eight general Coun- 
ce, © cils of the“ Church did ever ſo much as mention 
the Name of Hibs, or declare them a Duty. The 
r ninth held at Lateran, under Pope Calixtus the ſe- 
- cCond, and about the Year 1119, mentions Tyths, 
4 but ſpeaks only of thoſe which had been given to 
s, the Church by ſpecial Conſecration; ſo doth alſo 
the Council held under Pope Alexander the third, 
i= An. 1180, but that only inhibits Appropriations 
4 to Religious Houſes, without Aſſent of a Biſhop 
for at that Time, People being led to believe that 
their T7y/hs ought to be given for the Uſe of the 
ee Poor, did chiefly diſpoſe them to the Heads and 
ji. _Governors of Religious Houſes, who kept open 
ir ( FHoſpitality for the Poor, and Entertainment of 
je Strangers, and were eſteemed holy, as good Trea- 
4 ſurers for the Needy, who took — of Diſtribu- 
tion of them, as is teſtified by Caſſian the Hermit. 
je But that Council ſeeing much given to the Poor, 
5 little to the Prieſts, made that Decree to reſtrain 
„ the People's Freedom; and indeed, by this Time, 
much Wickedneſs was crept into theſe Houſes, as 
3 Hiſtories relate. | 5 
9, Nos was any Law, Canon, or Conſtitution of 
any general Council as yet found, that purpoſely 
* commanded the Payment of Tyths, nor any that 
expreſly ſuppoſed them a Duty of common Right, 
before the Council of Lateran, held in the Year 
2215) under Pope Innocent the Third ; about which 
1 the Popes Authority was grown 9 
5 aſt 


a Ry * I call it Church becauſe i was hen ſo eſt Wis 
3 Church, eemed; I muſt uſe ſuch 
Words as may Eive the Reader 4 Knowledge of what I ſay. ſe fur 
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betore were little, eſpecially herein, obeyed. 

* Axor the Years 800, 900, 1ooo, and af- 
ter, Tyths were called the Lord's Goods, the Pa- 
trimony of the Poor, &c. Whence alſo the Council 
at Nants $ declared, the Clergy were not to uſe 
them as their own, but as commended to their 
Truſt; and they were not then given tor the 
Fiore) but to be diſpoſed of for the Uſes of the 

Or. 5 

AN p at this Time, no Regard was had to the 
Nature of the Increaſe; but whatſoever did arife 
in Profit, whether by Trade, Merchandize, or Huf- 
bandry, the Tent was required to be paid for 
Tyths. 5 . | 
| 1 ſtill the People had more Mind to give 
them for the Poor than the Prieſts, as may be 
underſtood . by the Complaint of Pope Innocent 
the Third, who cried out againft thoſe that gave 


their Tyths and firſt-Fruits to the Poor, and not 
to the Prieſts, as heinous Offenders; his own 


Words take in the Margin. 8 

Also, in a general + Council held at Lyons 
under Pope Gregory the Tenth, in the Year 1274, 
it was conſtituted, that. it ſhould not thenceforth 
be lawful for Men to give their Tyths of their own 


Pleaſure, 


„* 


88 


22 


nia pauperum. tributa egentium animarum, ſti pendia pau- 
perum. Hoſpitum Pere grinorum. 1 : 

+ Non quaſi ſuis, fed quaſi commendatis, non ab homi- 
nihas, fed ab ipſo Deo ſunt inſtitutæ. | 

** He preaching on Zacheus's Charity, ſays, Dedit proprium & 
reddidit alienum. Graviter ergo peccant qui Decimas & Pri- 
mitias non reddunt Sacerdoti bus, ſed eas pro Voluntate di- 
ſtribuunt Indigentibus. | 

+ Ut nulli hominum Deinceps liceat decimas ſuas ad libi- 
tum ut antea ubi veller aſſignare, ſed Matrici Eccleſiæ omnes 
Deciraas perſolyerent. 5 | 
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* Res doninice, dominica ſubſtantia Dei cenſus, Patrimo- 


and the Canons more received into Practice, that 


A. 


NS YT ——'Y2 = 


N wEE 


SY KY * IF. VS 


The Great Caſe of Tyths, e. ; I9 


Pleaſure, where they would, as it had been before, 
but pay all their Tyths to the Mother-Church. By 
theſe it may be ſeen, that Ts the People, who 
then generally were Papifts, did believe my ought 
to pay them, yet were they free to "Ie e them 
where they pleaſed, till theſe Popiſh Councils re- 
ſtrained their Liberty. . 

Bur the great Decree which ſpeaks moſt plain, 
and till which, nothing was given forth which did 
directly conſtitute them, but rather ſtill ſuppoſed 
them as due by ſome former Right, was made at 
the * Council of Trent, under Pope Pius the fourth, 
about the Year 1560, And yet that great Coun- 
eil followed the Doctrine of their Father, and ſaid 
they were due to God, and had no new Autho- 


= rity for their great Decree, which they command 


to be obeyed under the Penalty of Excommunica- 
tion. EY 

Havins thus briefly run over the Eccleſiaſtical 
State Abroad, trom the r of the Church, 
to the Height of the Papal Domination, and gi- 
ven a ſmall Glimpſe through every Age to the Point 
in Hand; I ſhall now more particularly return to 
what may concern this Nation. | 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a Relation 
of Joſepb of Arimathea, and his eleven Diſciples 

C2 coming 


= * 


F 
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* Non ſunt ferendi qui variis artibusDecimas Ecclefiis ob- 
venientes ſubſtrahere moliuntur, aut qui ab aliis ſolvendas 
remere occupant. & in rem ſuam vertunt, cum Decimarum 
ſolutio debita ſit Deo, & qui eas dare noluerint, aut dantes 
impediunt. res alienas invadunt: Præcipit igitur ſancta sy- 
nodus, omnibus cujuſcunq; gradus & conditionis fint, ad 
quos Decimarum ſolutio ſpectat, ut eas (ad quas de jure te- 
nentur) in er- pe Cathedrali aut quibuſcung; aliis Eccle- 
fiis vel Perſonis, quibus legitime debentur, integre perſol- 
Tant: Qui vero eas aut ſubftrahunr. aut impediunt, Excam- 


municentur: Nec ab hoc crimine, niſi plena reſticuti : 
ut 7 a reſtitutione le» 
LUtz abſolyanturg., p N : 


20 TheGreat Caſe of Tyths, ec. 
coming into Britain, ſent by Philip the Apoſtle, in 


the Reign of Arviragus, as Hiſtories report; nor 


of the Converſion of King Lucius afterwards, who 
is faid to give great Endowments to the Church; 
nor of the Britiſb Chriſtians: Nothing at all ap- 
earing of the Payment of Tyths in their Days: 
But paſſing by them, and thoſe many Years, 
| wherein the barbarous Saxons over-ran this Nation, 


exerciſing moſt cruel Perſecutions, till the yory 
— ; 


Name ot Chriſtian was blotted out, and tho 
Heathens ſeated in the quiet Poſſeſſion of a ſeven- 
fold Kingdom in this Land. 4 | 

Azovr the Year 600, or ſoon after, Gregory 
the firſt, then Pope of Rome, ſent over Auguſtine 
the Monk into England, by whom Erhelbert King 
of Kent was converted; and by him and his Fol- 

lowers, in Proceſs of T'ime, other Parts of the Na- 


tion, and others of the Kings, were alſo brought 


to their Faith. This Auguſtin was a Canon Re- 
gular, and both he and his Clergy, for long Time 
after, followed the Example of tormer Ages, living 
in common upon the Offerings of their Converts ; 
and thoſe that received them, were joyned in So- 
cieties, in Imitation of the primitive Practice, hav- 
ing ſuch Direction ſent him by Pope Gregory, that 


in the Tenderneſs of the Saxon-Church, he and his 


Clergy ſhould ſtill imitate the Community of all 
Things uſed in the primitive Times under the Apo- 
ſtles, that they might not make their Religion bur- 
thenſom. hk : 

Hour afterwards, having brought a great Part of 
the Nation to their Faith, they began to preach 
up the old Roman Doctrine, that Tyths ought to 
be paid; and having taught the People, that the 
Pardon of Sin might be merited by good Works, 
and the Torments of Hell might be avoided by 
their charitable Deeds, it was no hard Matter, when 
that was believed, to perſwade them not only to 


give 
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give their Ty/hs, but alſo their Lands, as the out- 
ward Riches of thoſe called Religious Houſes then, 
here and elſewhere may teſtify ; for in this Na- 
tion, they and the Clergy, had almoſt gotten the 

third Part of the whole Land; and ſo beſotted 
were the poor ignorant People, that, had not a 
Law againſt Mortmain prevented it, a far greater 

Part of the Nation had been in their Hands. 


786, two Legates were ſent from Pope Hadrian 
the firſt, to Va King of Mercland, and Alſwolfe 
= King of Northumberland, who made a Decree, that 
the 3 of thoſe two Kingdoms ſhould pay Tyths. 


T Arso that Aubelulph King of the Weſt-Saxons, 


in the Year $55, made a Law, that the Tyth of 
all his own Lands ſhould be given to God and His 


wa: 


es. Great Difference is amongſt Hiſtorians about 


being under great and heavy Preſſures by Daniſh 
| » Trruptions, inteſtin Wars, great Spoils and Miſe- 
ies; he called a Council, where were preſent, 


3% 8 


aft- Angles, and they, to remove the heavy Judg- 
ments then over them, grant the Tyth of all their 
Land to God and His Servants. | 

= Kine Athelftone, about the Year 930, King 
Edmond, about the Year: 940, King Edgar, about 
he Year 970, King Ethelred, about the Year 
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pro meæ remedio animæ & Regni & populi. For the cure 
my own Soul, of my Kingdom, and People. 


As concerning Laws and Canons for Tyths a- 
mong the Saxons, it is reported, that in the Year 


Servants, and ſhould be enjoyed free from all Tax- 


N the whole Nation. At that Time the Nation 


Bernredus King of * Mercia, and Edmond King of 


| 1010, 
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22 The Great Caſe of Tyths, e. 
1010, King Knute, about the Year 1020, Edward 
the Confe or, and others of the Saxon Kings, made 
ſeveral Laws far Tyths as Hiſtories report. 
Tu Normans atterwards entring this Kingdom, 
and ſubduing it to themſelves, William the Con- 
gqueror confirmed the Liberties of the Church; fo 
did H. the firſt, H. 2. King Stephen, and it may 
be, others of the ſucceeding Kings did the lie. 
_ © Some Epiſcopal Conſtitutions alſo have been 
made to the ſame Effect, by Robert Winchelſey, 
* Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and others. 
| _ Trar the Reader may underſtand the Princi- 
ples, upon which theſe Men acted, and the Doc- | 
trine then preach'd amongſt them, and received 
and believed, I have inſerted in the Margin the 
* Preamble of a Grant of King Stephen's. | 
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* Quoniam Divina Miſericoruia providente cognovimus 
eſſe diſpoſitum. & longe lateq; prædicante Eceleſia fonat om. 
nium auribus divulgatum. Quod, Eleemolynarum largitio ? 
ne poſſunt abſolvi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri coeleſtium 
præmia gaudiorum: Ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglorum Re,, 
partem habere volens cum illis qui felici commercio Cœleſtia 
pro terrenis commutant, Dei amore compu nctus & pro ſalute 
animæ meæ & Patris mei Matriſq; meæ, & omnium Parentum 7 
meorum, & anteceſſorum, Cc. | wa 


| is The Preamble of King Stephen's Grant. 


| | ' Becauſe through the Providence of Divine Mercy, we know it to be ſo 9 
ordered, and by the Churches publiſhing it far and near, every Bod, as. 


heard, that by the Diſtribation of Alms. Perſons may be abſolved from tie 
Bonds of Sin, and acquire the Rewards of Heaven!y Foys. I Stephen. 
by the Grace of God, King of England. being willing to bave 4 Part 
with them, who by a happy kind of Fading. exchange Heavenly Things © 
for Earthly 3, and ſmitten with the Love of God. and for the Salvation of © 

any own Soul, and the Souls of my Father an] Mother, and all my Fre- 
fathers. and Ancefors, &c. And fo he goes on, and confirms di. 
vers Things that divers had gzzzzed to the Church, as T1# 
and other Things. e x . = 


The Great Caſe of Tyths, ©: at 23 


Bur notwithſtanding the many Laws, Canons, 

and Decrees, of Kings, Popes, Councils, and Bi- 
ſmops, that every Man ought to pay the tenth Part 
ot his Increaſe, yet was it left to the Owner, to 
confer it where he pleaſed, which made ſo man 

rich Abbies and Monafteries ; and till the Year 
1200, or thereabouts, every one gave their Tyths 
at their own Pleaſure, which made Pope * Innocent 
the third ſend his Decretal Epiſtle to the Bithop 


n of Canterbury, commanding him to enjoyn every 
„Man, to pay his temporal Goods to thoſe that mi- 


3x1 


niſtred ſpiritual Things to them, which was en- 


g 'M forced by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; and this was the 
e — — — 


v Pervenitad audientiam noſtram, quod multi in Dio- 
== ceſi tua, Decimas ſuas integras vel duas partes ipſarum non 


ſeolvunt, ſed eas aliis, ® ſua diſtribuunt Voluntate : Cum 
us igitur inconveniens eſſe yideatur & 2 ratione diſſimile, ut 


n. Fecleſiæ quæ ſpiritualia ſeminant, metere non debeant à ſuis 
parochianis temporalia & habere, fraternitati tuæ Authorita- 
ce præſentium indulgemus, ut liceat tibi ſuper hoc, non ob- 


= tante contradictione vel appellatione cujuſlibet, ſeu conſue- 
iz duadine hactenus obſeryara. quod Canonicum fuerit ordinare 
te Ke facere, & quod ſratueris per cenſuram Eceleſiaſticam fir- 
m miter obligare. Nulli ergo, Cc. Confirmationis, Cc. Da- 
tum Lateran. 2. Nonas Julii. | 1 5 


Y * The Pope's Decretal Epiſtle to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
Mie having, heard, that many in thy Dioceſs. pay the whole Tyths, or wo 
Parts of them, not to the Churches in the Pariſhes they belong. to, or where 


has 8 they have Farms, and from which they receive the Church-$acraments; but 
the 8 they diftibute them to others according to their own Will. As therefore it 


2 ſeems inconvenient and contrary to Reaſon, that the Churches which ſow 
art ſpiritu i Things. ſhould not reap and receive temporal Things from their 


ng! own Pariſhioners; We by the Authority of theſe Preſents, grant to thy 
of © Brotherhood. that it may be lawful for thee. upon this, notwit h anding 
”e- ceny Oppaff tion or Appeal whatever. or Cuſtam hitherto obſeru'd, to-ordain 
di- and do whatſoever is Canonical ; and what thou ſhalt ordain, to bind by 
thi © a Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure. Let none therefore, &c. In Confirmation where 


gy 
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&c. Given as Lateran, this 4th Day of July. 
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firſt Beginning of general Parochial Payment of WM 
Hibs in England: I have inſerted the Pope's own | 
Words in the Margin, as they are recorded by 


„„ 


Cook, in the ſecond Part of his Iaſtitutes, who ſaith, 
That becauſe the Pope's Deeree ſeemed reaſona- 


ble, it was admitted and enjoyned by the Law of 


the Nation: King and People being then Papifts. 
Tuts Decree of the Pope, receiving all poſſi- 


ble Aſſiſtance from the Biſhops and the Prieſts, in 
whoſe Behalf it was made, did not only in 4 ſhort 
Time take away the Peoples then claimed Right, 
to give their Tyths to thoſe that beſt deſerved them, 
but did alſo ſo much corrupt the Clergy, that in 
the Time of Richard the ſecond, Wicklif our 


famous Reformer, did make a heavy Complaint to 
the Parliament, which in his own Words I have 
Inſerted for the Reader's better Satisfaction: A 

Lord God ! where this be Reaſon to conſtrain the 


People to find a worldly Prieft, ſometimes unable 
bat of Life 25 Cunning, in Pra, and Pride, Cove- 
tiſe and Envy, Gluttoneſs, Drunkenneſs, and Letchery, 
in Simony and Hereſie, with fat Horſe and jolly, and 
gay Sadales and Bridles ringing by the Way, and 


himſelf in coſtly Clothes and pelure, and to ſuffer their 


Wives and Children, and their poor Neighbours periſh 


for Hunger, Thirſt, and Cold, and other Miſchiefs of 


the World : Ah Lord Feſu Chrift, ſith within few 
Years Men paid their Tyths and Offerings at their 
own Will, free to good Men, and able to great Wor- 


ſhip of God to profit and fairneſs of holy Church 
fighting in Earth, why it were lawful and needful 


that a worldly Prieft ſhould 1 this holy and 
approved Cuſtom, conſtraining Men to leave this Free- 


dom, turning Tyths and Offerings unto wicked Uſes. 


I'naAr the Meaning of theſe, and the Practice 
of this Nation in this Matter may the better be 
underſtood, it is needful to inform the Reader, 


that when the Pope's Doctrine was received in a 


Nation 
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Nation, that Nation was divided into ſo many 
Biſhopricks as were needful, and every Biſhoprick 
into ſo, many Pariſhes as were thought convenient: 
and Pariſhes are but of late Erection, and till A 
then, moſt Preachers were ſent out of the Mona- 1 
ſteries, and Religious (/ call d) Houſes, and the 9 
People did at their own free Will, give their Tyths 2 
and Offerings where they pleaſed, which Liberty 'Y 
they enjoyed till about the Year 1200. And b 
though it was generally believed that Tyths ought 
to be paid, yet did no Man claim_any Property 
therein, but every Owner of the nine Parts, was re- 
quir'd to give th&tenth Part to the Prieſt or Poor, 
as due unto God. . 
Bor now the Pope having ſet up Pariſhes, did 
g enjoyn, that a ſecular Prieft, canonically inſtituted, 
2 ſhould attend the Service of each Pariſh; and that 
where Tyths were not already ſettled, they ſhould 
be paid to the Pariſh Prieſt, notwithſtanding any 
Cuſtom to the contrary; the People then generally 
being Papiſts, did yield Obedience, as they durſt 
not do otherwiſe; and it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, 
9 that having perſwaded the People to pay Tyths, it 
was no hard Matter to appoint the Perſon to whom 
Ke art ſhould be given. „„ 
| Peaks HES being ſet up, Priefts appointed, and 


__— OP. oc 


a = Tyths paid to them after forty Years Pofieifon, 
0 what before was owned as the Gift, was now claim- 
ed as a Debt; and Preſcription was plcaded by 


7 9 the Prieſts as their juſt Title; the People then ſee- 


ing themſelves in a Snare, began to contend, but 


1 
'4 4 


the imperious Pope (now in a great Height of 
Pride and Inſolence to uphold his Creature-Clergy) 
thundred out his Interdict againſt this Nation, ex- 
cCommunicated the King, frighted the Subjects with 
z his Bulls ftuft with Commination, and that againſt 
the very Point of arbitrary Diſpoſal of Jyths: And 
| 43 Rome, now grown * did highly inſult 
YT ©.» Ver 
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over Kings and Princes; witneſs Frederick, Barba- 
roſa, Hen. the 6th, and other Princes of the Em- 
pire; and the Stories of our Hen. 2. and King 
Jobn are obvious: And our Richard the firſt, to 
gratify the Clergy for their exceeding Liberality, 
in contributing to his Ranſom from Captivity, 
with great Favour, gave them an indulgent Char- 
ter of their Liberties, and in this Advantage of 
Time, the Canon Laws gained ſuch Force, that pa- 
rochial- Payments came generally to be ſettled. 
Vr notwithſtanding, our Engliſh Parliaments, 
not willing wholly to forget the Poor, for whoſe 
Sake Tyths were chiefly given, Wid make divers 
Laws, that a convenient Portion of the Tyths 
| ſhould be. ſet apart for the Maintenance of the 
Poor of the Parith for ever, R. 2. 15. 6. 4 Hen. 4. 
as the Statutes at large do witneſs. 8 
TE Pope having by theſe Means brought in 
Tyths, and made a pretended Title by Preſcription, 
ſet up Courts to recover them, which were called 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, where his own Creatures 
were Judges, and here the poor People might ea- 
tily underſtand what they might expect from them; 
yet he that did not pay, no great Puniſhment 
could they inflict on him, but Excommunication 
out of their Church. | 
Taz Pope, by all Means willing to favour his 
chiefeſt Props, notwithſtanding his general Decree, 
could tell how to diſpenſe with his own Lands 
at his Pleaſure, and therefore frequently did grant 
Exemptions to divers Orders, to free them trom 
Payment of Tyths ; witnels the Hoſpitallers, Ci- 
ſtercians, Templers, and generally to all Lands 
held in the Occupation of the (called) Religious Pe- 
ſons and Houſes, which is the Ground of all thoſe 
Mens Claims, who have bought the Lands of diſ- 
ſolved Monaſterigs, &c. and ſay they are Tyth- 


tree. 
W HEN 
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Wu the Pope by colour of the Fewiſh-Laws 
(by which Tyths were given to the Levitical-Prieft- 
hood) had gained an univerſal Payment of Tyths 
to all his Clergy, in farther Imitation of that 
earthly "Tabernacle, he ſets up a new Building af- 
ter the former Pattern, and therefore to himſelf 
he claims firſt-Fruits and Tenths, as a Succeſſor of 
the Jewiſh High-Prieft ; Sins alſo he undertook to 
EZ pardon ; Cardinals alſo. he appoints as Leaders of 
their Families; Mitres they wear on their Heads, 
as Aaron did; Synagogues they build, with Singers, 
Porters, Oc. and into the Form of the Levitical 
Prieft hood they transform themſelves, thereby 
2 wholly denying Chritt Jeſus, the End of Types 
and Figures, to be come in the Fleth © «© 
= ArrerwarDs, Hen. 8. King of England, being 
{42 a Papiſt, and believing the Popes Doctrine, as allo 
did his Parliament, that Tyths were due to God 
Lien and Holy Church; made a Law, that every one 
mould ſet out and pay his Tyrhs, 


; | 
| 
j 
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Ai ſeeing this is the great Law, and the firſt 


of our Pariiament-Laws for .Ty:hs, and that upon 

which the reſt are grounded, I thall here inſert 

the Preamble of it. gy T5 

= Foraſmuch as divers Numbers of evil-diſpoſed 

Pier ons, having no - Reſpe# to. their Duties to Al. 
= mighty God, but againſt Right and good Conſcience, 

Hav, attempted to ſubſtratt, and withhold in ſome 

Places the W hole, and in ſome Places great Part of 

their I y-hs aud Oblations, as well Perſonal as Pre- 

Xt atal, due unto God and Holy Church, &c. | 

; A ſecond Law in his Time was alſo. made to 

. == the like Purpoſe, and in purſuance of the former; 

and great Reaſon he had, and Need there was for 

2 thein; for having diſſolved many Monafteries who 

„ had many Tyths and Rectories appropriated to 
13 them, and either had them in his own Hands, or 

; + jo them to others, 5 be held as Lay-Poſſeſſions, 
1 | - and 
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and they having no Law whereby to recover them, 
the Popes Laws not reaching to Lay-Perſons (ſo 
called) he was neceſlitated to make new Laws to 
enforce the Payment of them, which, the better 
to colour over the Matter, he makes in general 
Terms, but ſtill reſtrains the Trial of 'T'yths to the 
'Eccleſiaftical Cours. 

ArrEk him Edw. the fixth, in purſuance of his 
Father's Laws, and upon the ſame Grounds, makes 
another Law tor the Payment of * predial and per- 
ſonal Tyths, under Penalty of treble . 
who alſo reſtrains the Trial to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts. Theſe Laws fuppoſe that Tyths were 
due to God and Holy Church, and therefore they 
require, that every Man do yield and fet out his 
Tyths as had been accuſtomed. ANT 

IN purſuance of theſe Laws, ſome Ordinances 
were made in the Time of the long Parliament, in 
the Exigences of the War, becauſe the Courts of 


Juſtice were obftruted. =. PTY 
And theſe are the Subſtance of all our Engliſb- 
Laws concerning Tyths. i 


Havixe thus generally and briefly run over 
the Laws and Practices of Fything, both Abroad 
and in this Nation, I ſhall give ſome Hints of the 

Opinions of former Times concerning Tyths. 
About the Year 1000 and 1200 after Chriſt, when 
Tyths were generally preached up and claimed, 
great Controverſie did ariſe between the Canoniſts 
and the Clergy, by what immediate Law Pyths 
were payable. VV 
Tk Canoniſts generally ground themſelves up- 
on the Decrees and Canons of the Church, (ſo 
ee cCaualled) 


- 


* 
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* Predial Tyths are thoſe which are paid of Things arifing and 
growing from the Ground on). 5 


called) and on the Writings of Auguftin, Ambroſe, 


are due by Divine Right. 25 | 
Tus Clergy of thoſe Times were at Difference 
among themſelves, ſome of them ſaying, that: 
= Tyths, quoad quotam Partem, or as it 1s a deter- 
= min'd Part, is due only by poſitive and Eccle- 
faaſtick Law; but quoad ſubſtantiam ſuam, or as it 
= denotes a competent Part to be allowed for the 
Maintenance of the Miniftry, is due by Divine 
© Law; and that the tenth Part was decreed by the 
Church, per vim ejus exemplarem, or by Imitation 
of the Jewiſh State, and not per vim obligativam, 
or any continuing Force of it under the Goſpel ; 
and that the Church was not bound to this Part, 
but freely might as well have ordained the Pay- 
ment of a ninth or eighth according to the various 
Opportunity. This was taught by Hales, Aquinas, 
Heuricus de Grandavo, R. de media Villa, Cardinal 
Cajetau, Io, Mayer, Suarez, Malger, and others, 
Part of the Clergy of that Time, and that the 
2% tenth Part was rather Ceremonial than Moral. 
Hex alſo was made a Diſtinction, and many 
ſaid, that predial and mixt Tyths were due by 


ev vs the Decrees of the Church; but Hales ſaid, 
that TI yths, as well perſonal as predial, are in the 
1 Precept quoad Subſtantiam, but neither quoad quotam; 
and therefore in Venice, and other Cities, where 
3 x7 1 ans a 
no predial T'yths are, a perſonal Tyth is requir'd 


F 


by the politive Law of the Church, by Virtue of 


SELF 
Ry; 
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Axor HER Opinion (and that owned by many) 
was drawn from the former Doctrine, which con- 
 X cluded, that ſeeing Tyths, as the quota pars, were 


F Fl not enjoyned by the Command of God, therefore 


they were meer Alms, or as what, debito Charitatis 
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and the reſt of the ancient Fathers, who ſay they 


who fay it is the common Opinion of the greateſt 


the Divine Eccleſiaſtick Law; but perſonal Tyths 


the Subſtance * Ceremony) of the Command. 
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go The Ereat Caſe of Tyths, cc. 
not debito Juſtitiæ, was. to be diſpenſed. Of this 
Opinion were the Dominicans and Franciſtans, who 
both began about the Year 1210, and by their Doc- 
trine got many Tyths to be given to their Mona- 
fteries, and that whatſoever was given to the four 
Orders of Mendicant Friars, was a ſufficient Diſ- 
charge from the Prieſt. | . 
Ax p our famous Reformers, John Wicklic, 
Walter Brute, Will. Thorp, and others, whoſe Ar- 


guments are at ER in Fox his Ads and Monu- 


ments, did in their Days bear their Teſtimony a- 
yo 'Tyths, for which ſome of them ſuffer'd in 
ames. | | 
- AcxtEiINs herewith are the Articles of the Bo- 
bemians, publiſhed near three hundred Years ſince, 
wherein a Divine Right to Tyths ſince the Goſpel 
is denied; whereupon alſo long ſince they took all 


their Temporalities from their Miniſters ; And be- 1 
fore Wickliſf's Time, Gerardus Sagarellus was of th 


ſame Mind. And the great Eraſmus allo ſaid, that 
the common exacting of I yths by the Clergy of 
his Time, was no better than Tyranny. 

Havins thus briefly run over the Doctrines, 
Decrees; Practices, and Opinions concerning Tyths; 
I ſhall make ſome ſhort Obſervations thereupon 
that the Reader may underſtand whereunto they 
tend, and then proceed to the Matter as it con- 
cerns us at this Day, wherein he will fiad the 
Kno vledge of theſe Things will be uſeful. 

Firft, That amongſt the Jes, Tyths were paid 
to the Levites that did the common Services of the 
Tabzrnacle and Temple, and not to the Sons of 
Aaron, the Prieſts; for they had only a tenth 
Part out of the Tyths; and therefore he that 
pleads for 'I'yths from the Myaical Laws for 
Tything, had need confider how the Payment 
of Tyths to Miniſters ſucceeds to the Payment 
of Tyths to the Levites, who. were not Prieſts, 

5 | no! 
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nor were to touch or meddle with that holy Of- 
fice, leſt they died. . 
2. Tyar amongſt the Fews, no outward Law 
was appointed for the Recovery of 'I'yths, but 
he that did not pay them robbed God, and by 
him only was puniſhed. 7 | | 
3. Trar the Tyths were not for the Levites 
only, but for the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the 
Widow, who were to eat thereof, and be ſatisfied; 
4. Trar when the Levitical Priefthood was 
changed by the Coming of Chrift Jeſus, the Law 
*X for Tything was alſo changed, as Paul writ to 
the e; for it is evident that in the Begin- 
ning of the Church, for the firſt three hundred 
ZZ Years, while the anz and Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel was retained, no Tyths were paid among Chri- 
ſtians. 
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Part, and ſo more properly were called Offerings 
than Tythe. . | 
8. Trar notwithſtanding any Doctrines preach- 
ed, it was not a received Doctrine, that Tyths 
ougnt to be paid, till about the Year 1000, that 
the Pope had ſet up his Authority, and uſurped 
Dominion over the greateſt Part of Europe, and 
alinoſt all Emperors, Kings, and Princes brought 
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432 The Great Caſe of Tyths, c. 
in Subjection to him, and his innovated Super- 
ſtitions. 5 
9. Tuar notwithſtanding the ftrict Commands 
of the Pope, no outward compulſory Law was 
made by the Pope or his Councils, to enſorce 
any to pay Tyths, but only their Excommuni- 
cation +, TE 
10. Trart Tyths were always accounted an Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Duty, and therefore by Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts were tried and judged ; and till the Diſſo- 
_ of Abbeys, &c. were never called a Civil 
gbr. it | 
11. Tuar Tyths were brought in as a 
Duty owing unto God, and were ſo required and 
enforced, and therefore all Laws made for the Pay- 
ment of Tyths, take that for their Ground, and 
not any civil Property or Right in him that 
claims them. 8 5 
12. Txar till the Year 1200, or thereabouts, 


it was the common Practice for every one to beſtow # ; 


his Tyths where he pleaſed. - | 


13. | Tyar from ſuch arbitrary Diſpoſitions, 
Abbeys and Monafteries came to be ſo richly en- 


dowed with Tyths and Rectories. 


14. Tuar all Exemptions from Payment of * 


Tyths came from the Pope. 


15 Trar firſt-Fruits and Tenths are hut ö 


a late Innovation, and claimed by the Pope as 


Succeſſor to the Fewiſh High-Prieft, as Cook in the mY 


third Part of his I-/tizutes allo teſtifies. 
16. Tyar Tyths are the ſame Thing, whether 
claimed by an Abbey, or Impropriator, or a Prieſt, 


and ſtand upon the ſame Ground and Foundation, 
and differ nothing but in the Perſon that potlefleth 


them. 


— 


to Corruption and Error may be clearly diſcerned | 


and traced ; for as the Power of Truth was * 
f | 0 
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17. Here alſo the declining State of the Church 1. FJ 


of 
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ſo was the Fruit thereof, which cauſed ſuch ear- 
neſt preſſing to needful Contributions, and when 
that would not ſerve, Laws and Decrees were made 
to force them: But in the Beginning it vas not 
ſo; for while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel was retained, there needed no preſſing, tor their 
Charity then abounded not only to the tenth Part, 
but far greater Parts, as the Needs of the Church 
required. I 300 | „ 

18. Trar the Right of Tyths was never clear- 
ed, but remained in Controverſie, even amongft 
X the greateſt Papiſts, and in all Ages there were 
"® thoſe that withſtood the Payment of them: And 
many of the Martyrs for that, amongſt other 
Things, ſuffered in Flames 
' 'Txesz Things thus premiſed, I ſhall briefly 
ſtate the great Caſe and Queſtion, at this Day chief- 
ly controverted concerning Tyths, as claimed and 
paid in England. | | 


2 | 
The CASE. 


1 ET. 

i * 9 

1 837 
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] bet ber any Perſon have a true and legal Property 


in the tenth Pars of another Maus Increaſe, 
now commonly called Tyths. 5 n 


' Terms are plain, and need no Opening; 
yet it is needful to declare why the Caſe is thus ſta- 
ted; for the great Queſtion rather ſeems to be, 
i hether Tyths be not due at this Days? 
3X Tnar may be due to another, wherein yet he 
may have no legal Property, as Cuſtom, Tribute, 
22 axes, which are to be paid becauſe commanded 
vy the State; and though Law and Equity oblige 
the Payment, yet is no diſtinct Property in him that 
geommands; and fo Tyths may be ſuppoſed to be 
* becauſe ſo many Laws have been made for 
; = ayment of them, though the Perſon that claims 
| . them 


FY 
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them may have no particular Intereſt or Proper 
therein, other than is derived from the ET 
Bur now in England, Tyths are not only claim- 
ed by Virtue of divers Laws,. but alſo as being a 
diſtin& Property ſevered from the Property of the 
nine Parts. e | a 
Ap if this could clearly be evinced, all Scru- 
les of Conſcience were anſwered , for if a true 
and legal Property be in another Perſon to the tenth 
Part of my Increaſe, I ought in Conſcience to yield 
and ſet it forth, becauſe it is not mine; and then 
the Name of Tyth, as having in any Meaſure Re- 
lation to the Jewiſh Prieſthood, or Popiſh Clergy, 
were at an End, but as a Debt it ought to be truly 
paid to the Proprictor. | | 
Many Things have been ſaid, and much writ- 
ten, to prove ſuch a Property, the Subftance 
whereof, as far as hath come to my Knowledge, 
T ſhall briefly ſum up under theſe general Heads ; 
as alſo the Grounds of thoſe who claim them to be 
due, and yet plead no Property, which being the 
leſſer, may be fully included and anſwered in the 
other. | . 


Several Claims made for Tyths, and a legal Property 

therein, ſet down and anſwered. 
1. HE. firſt claim Tyths to be due jure A 5 
divino, and produce the Law of MOH 3% 


for it. | - 
2. Others ſay that as to the guota pars, (vis. 
the tenth Part) 'Iyths are not now due by the 
Law of God; only the Equity of the Law is ftill 
in* Force, which obligeth to afford a competent 
Maintenance for the Miniſtry, but doth not bind 
to the certain Quantity. e 
| 2. Others 0 4 1 
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3. Others there are, who plead the Decrees, Ca- 
nons, and Conſtitutions of General Councils, Popes, 
Biſhops, Convocations, and theſe ſay, that T'yths 
are due Jure Eccleſiaftico. 

Under theſe ſeveral Claims, or ſome of them, 
have Tyths been demanded and paid, fince the 
dark Night of Apoſtacy overſpread the Earth un- 

der the Papal Power, till the Popes Supremacy 

and Religion was caſt off in England; and where 
the Popiſh Religion is profeſſed, they are now by 
the ſame demanded and paid. | 

But now of late in Englang, new Claims are made, 

and the old Pretences ſeem too much to ſavour of 

the Popiſh-Leaven, and therefore an human Right 
is pleaded, which I ſhall briefly bring under theſe 
few Heads. | | 

1. Some plead the Giſts of Kings and Princes, 

who were Rulers of the People, as Ethelwoiph, &c. 

2. Others plead the temporal Laws of Kings, 

2. Parliaments, . | 

3. Others plead the particular Gifts, Appropri- 

ation, Conſecration, or Donation, of thoſe who 

. FX were former Owners of the Land. 3 

4. Others plead Preſcription, and a legal Right 

by their Poſſeſſion. 
S. Others plead a legal Right by Purchaſe. 

And beſides theſe, I never heard or read of any 

other Pretence for Tyths, though I have diligent- 

8 iy for two Years and more, labour'd to inform my- 

elf fully. what could be alledged for them. 

* To begin with the firſt, thoſe that ſay Tyths 
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© are due by Divine Right. = 
I Some of them fay, That the Law given to Iſrael 


= for Payment of Tenths to the Tribe of Levi, doth alſo 
= ovlige Chriftians to pay Tenths to their Miniſters, as 
= /acceeding in the Prieſts Office, | | 
Auto. To ſuch it is clearly anſwer'd, that the 
= Priefthood which had a Commandmenc to take 
1 5 E 2 | Tyths 
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led for the Payment of Tyths, as is before plainly 


 Melchiſedec. 


not appear that Abraham gave the tenth Part of 
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Tyths, being changed by Chriſt Jeſus, there is made 
of Neceflity alſo a Change of the Law ; and now 
the Prieſthood is no; more committed to the na- 
tural Off- ſpring of Levi, or any other Tribe, but 
to Chriſt Jeſus the unchangeable Priefthood, whoſe 
Kingdom ſtands not in Figures and carnal Ordinan- 
ces, but isthe Subſtance of what that was but a Fi. 
gure: And it is clear, the primitive Church were af. 
ſur'd of it, who for ſome Hundreds of Years, and till 
the Myftery of Iniquity began to work, never cal. 


proved. „ 
And how doth a Goſpel-Miniſtry ſucceed to the 


Levites, who received Tyths, but were not Jrieſtꝰ 
much more Colour had the Choritters, Singing- 
men, and the reſt of the Rabble brought into the 
late Cathedrals, to claim them, and only to pay 
out a tenth Part to the Prieſts, as the Levites did. 
Others ſay, That Abraham paid Tyths to Melchi- 
ſedec, which was before the Levitical Prieft hood; 


and Chrift Jeſus is made a Prieft after the Order of 


Abraham, returning from the Slaughter of the 
Kings, was met by Melchiſedec, who brought him 
Bread and Wine, and Abraham gave him the Tenth 
of the Spoil : But what is this to the Payment of | 
'Tyths, unleſs it oblige the Soldiers? for it dot 


his own Increaſe ; nor doth it appear, that Abra- 
ham gave the tenth Part at any other Time; and 
how will this prove a yearly Payment of Tyths 
to Miniſters ? | | | 333 
And what if Jacob gave Tyths ? how are ei- 
ther of theſe Examples more binding than any - 
ther of the good Acts that either of theſe holy 


Men did? 


done. . 8 | 
ws It's anſwer'd, that Jeſus Chriſt then ſpoke to 
the Jews, in the Time when the Levitical Prieſt- 


hood was not ended, who were bound by the Law, 


ſo long as it was of Force, till he was offer'd ap, 
and 1aid, It is finiſhed. 


and the Generality, both of Lawyers, Prieſts, an 
People, are of a contrary Mind. 
God, no Cuſtom, Uſage, Preſcription, Priviledge, 
or Popiſh Diſpenſation. can acquit from Payment 


the tenth Perſon in England payeth Tyth in kind, 


at all, and others very ſmall Matters; and ſo the 


to be due by God's Law. 


- 


then it is to the End for which they were com- 
manded, for the Levites, the Strangers, the Father- 
leſs, and the Widows, all therefore who plead for 
'Tyths by Divine Right, muſt not pay them to an 
Imprepriator ; for by God's Law he cannot claim, 


ceive them. 


And of late Years, it was by Rolls, Chief Juſtice, 
adjudged in the upper Bench, that Tyths are not 
now due by the Law of God. 


* 


2. To the next, thoſe that plead the Equity of” the 
| Law is ſtill of Force. 


"Theſe plead not for Tyths properly, but for 4 
comfortable Maintenance, and by way of Tyths, 


as 
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Object. If it be ſaid, that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, Ye 
' tyth Mint, &c. theſe Things ye ought not to leave. 


But though Divine Right hath been long pre- 
tended, few are now left who will only ſtand to it, 


For if Tyths be abſolutely due by the Law of 


of the utmoſt Penny of the tenth Part; but ſcarce 
and many plead they are T yth-free, and pay none 


greateſt Part of the People of England deny Tyths 
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Again, it 1 yths be due by the Law of God, 
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neither ought any Impropriator of that Mind to re- 
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as they ſuppoſe moſt convenient, S. And theſe 
bring many Scriptures in the New Teftament, 
That he that labours is worthy of his Hire; he that 


preacheth the Goſpel, ought to live of the Goſpel; let 


him that is taught, communicate to him that teach- 
eib; and the like. | 

; And to ſuch I ſay, that not only the Equity of 
the Levitical Law for Tything, the Doctrine of 


Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles do bind, but even from 


natural Things we are largely taught our Duty 
therein; No Man muzzleth the Mouth of the Ox; 
and 90 Man goeth a Warfare at his own Charge; and 
be that plants a Vineyard, eats the Fruit thereof. 
And herein it is agreed, that the Miniſters of 
Chrift Feſus, who are called to his Service, and la- 
bour in the Word, ought to be comfortably pro- 
vided for, that they go not a Warfare at their 
But this doth not require, that the World, 
which lies waſte as a Wilderneſs, and is not of the 
Vineyard) ſhould contribute, much leſs be com- 
pelled, to give a certain Portion of the Fruits of 
their Labours, towards the Maintenance of Chriſt's 
Miniſters. e OY. Jo | 2 
And theſe grant, that every Man is the ſole 


| Owner of his own Labour and Poſſeſſion; and tho' |}, 7 


by another he may not be compelled, (for ſuch 
Sacrifice God abhors,) yet ought every one freely 
to glorify God with his Subſtance, to ſtrengthen 
the weak Hands and feeble Knees, and to give to 
him that teacheth, thoſe Things that are needful, 
and ſuch cheerful Givers God accepts, | 

And this leaves every one free to give to him 
that teacheth, not binding'to the Maintenance of 
thoſe who have leſs Need than the Giver, or of 
thoſe who are transformed as Apoſtles and Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, who have the Form, but want the 
Power, who teach for filthy Lucre, PC ever 

learns 
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learning, but cannot bring to the Knowledge of 
And of ſuch as Chriſt Jeſus ſent forth, he always 
took Care, and they never wanted, but they reap» 
ed the Fruits of their Labour, and eat the Fruits 
of their own Vineyards which they had planted, 
and by the Churches who were gathered out of the 
World, were they maintained to preach the Goſs 
pel to the World, unto whom they would not * 
make the Goſpel chargeable or burthenſom, which 
was their Glory and their Crown : ; 
And herewith let all our (now call'd) Churches 
be proved and tried, who ſeparate from the World, 
and yet many of them receive Pay and Wages for 
their Teachers from the World, who ſend none at 
their own Coſt to preach to the World. | 
And here our Rulers ſhould learn Wiſdom, ta 
with-hold their Hands from upholding any with 
their worldly Sword, and compelling others to 
maintain them; and to leave Chriſt's Kingdom to 
his own Rule, who is Lord of the Harveſt, and ſends 
forth Labourers, and hath Spirit to put upon 
T7 them; who ſends forth the Fiſhermen, the Shep- 
T3: herds, the Herdſmen, the Tillers of the Ground, 
and the Keepers of Flocks, who ſpeak plain Words 
that wiſe Men cannot underſtand, who are wiſe in 
the Worlds Wiſdom, gathered in Schools, whither 
they are ſent to learn a Trade, thereby. to get 
their Livings; and in the Time of Popery, they 
ſtudied the Popiſh Doctrines, and then preached 
them to others; and in the Lime of Prelacy, they 
changed to a new Form: And when that was laid 
ga aſide, Presbytery was ſet up, and then ſuch the U- 
nipverſities ſent forth; and ſince Independency was 


preferred, great Store of them are ſpread Abroad; 
and look what pleaſeth them beſt that have the 
FX greateſt Livings in diſpoſe, that is the moſt cried 
up, and moſt ftudied and preached; and here is the 


Spring 
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Spring of our Teachers, the Univerſities; and 
theſe ſay, that Greek and Hebrew are the Original, 
which they go thither to learn, that they may un- 
derſtand what Chrift ſpoke, and the Apoſtles preach- 
ed: But the Hebrews and Greeks who heard them 
ſpeak in their own Language, could not underſtand 

ir Doctrine, for it ſeemed Fooliſhneſs to them; 
and theſe by their Original are in no better State, 
nor nearer to the Knowledge of the Goſpel : And 
let our Rulers conſider, that Chriſt's Love to the 


World, for whom he died, is not abated; neither 


is his Spirit diminiſhed, nor his Power ſhortned, 
that he will not, or. cannot, ſend forth, and fit 
Miniſters for his Service; or that he needs Univer- 


ſities to inſtruct, or Magiſtrates to provide Main- 


tenance for thoſe he ſends forth. And let them 


look to their own Kingdom, the World, therein 


to puniſh and reſtrain the Evil, and to encourage 
and protect the Good; and then all would be a- 
greed, and the Nation kept in Peace, every one 
enjoying his true Liberty and Freedom: For in 
this it is aſſented, that the Miniſters of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who ſow unto us ſpiritual Things, ſhould reap 
of our Temporals: But here is the Difference, firſt, 


That our Conſciences muſt be our Judge who thoſe 


Miniſters are, and no other Man's Direction; for 
to the Conſcience were Chriſt's Miniſter's always 
made manifeft, and not approved with the Reaſon 
and Wiſdom of Man. Secondly, That our Gift 
muſt be free, and by no Man's Compulſion. 
Would not this eaſe the Magiftrate of much 
Trouble that he makes to himſelf, and be more ac- 
ceptable to God and Man? for who hath made 
him a Judge in theſe Things? 
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Power amongſt us. 
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A third Sort plead the Decrees, Canons, Conſtituti- 
ons of general Councils, Popes, Biſhops, Convo- 
cations 8 | 


p To ſuch J ſhall only ſay, that for the firſt Eight 


Hundred Years after Chriſt, no Canon, or Decree 


was made by general Council, nor was it then deter- 


mined by the Church (as 'twas called) what Part 
every Man ſhould pay. And the firit eight gene- 


ral Councils do not ſo much as ſpeak of the Name 
of Tyths, and that was till about a Thouſand 
Years ; and then about that Time, it came to be 


received and believed, that 'T'yths ought to be 


paid; yet in England, as well as other Nations, 
every Man might have given his 'T'yth where he 
pleaſed, till about the Year 1200, as is already 
proved. But I need not ſay much to theſe, few 
being of this Mind, but thoſe that own the Pope 
for their Head, we having in England denied and 
caſt off his Supremacy : though in this Matter of 
'Tyths, and many other Things, we ftill feel his. 
And now having briefly gone over the Subſtance 
of what is pleaded for © or Eccleſiaſtick 
Right, I come next to what is pretended for an 


Human Right. | 
And the firſt Sort pleads the Gifts of Kings, as 
Ethelwolph, Se. 5 e 
To theſe J anfwer, if they could prove the: 
whole Land had been the particular Poſſeſſion of 
any ſuch King, they ſaid ſomething; though that 
would not juſtify the taking Tyths from all the 
People, as ſhall be more fully proved. hereaſter. 
But by what Right, could he give the tenth Part 
of the Increaſe and Fruits of the Labours of all 
the People of his Dominions, who had no legal 
Property therein? It * an eaſy Matter, when 
; „„ 7 LE 
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and it Matters not what any ſay, or now pretend, 
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the Pope's Emiſſaries had taught the People, that 
Tyths were due to God and them; and had per- 
ſwaded Kings and Nobles, that Heaven might be 


purchaſed by their Works, to procure from them 


the Gift of that which was not theirs, the poor 


People's Tyths ; eſpecially conſidering the People 


were of the ſame Mind, and as zealous of all the 
Popiſh Superſtitions as themſelves, and every one 
firiving who ſhould therein moſt excel; witneſs 
thoſe many rich Abbeys and Monaſteries, lately in 
this Land. But it that King Erhelwolph's Grant be 
the Foundation of T'yths, then how many fſuc- 


ceeding Kings and Biſhops, and others, have vio- | 


lated his Deed, by appropriating them to Abbies, 


Monaſteries, and ſuch like Houſes ? And how 


have all Ages ſince Ethelwolph's, taken upon them- 
ſelves the Diſpoſition of T'yths, without any Re- 
lation to what he did? Which ſhews clearly, that 


neither Kings, Parliaments, nor People, did ever 


take themſelves bound by his Grant: But the Fol- 


ly and Vanity of this Argument will more plainly 


appear hereafter. _ 


The next, and thoſe which ſeem to have the 
ſtrongeſt Plea, do urge, T he Temporal Laws of Kings 
and Parliaments, and ſay, by the Law they have as 
3 in Tythes, as any Man hath in his 

ands. | | 


Anſfw. To ſuch J ſay, the Law doth not give 


any Man a Property, either in Land or Tyths, or 
any other 'Thing, but only doth conſerve to eve- 
ry Man his Property, which he hath in his Land 
and Poſſeſſions, either by Gift, Purchaſe, or Deſ- 
cent, and ſecure him from the Injury or Violence 


- of another. | 


But let us not be deceived with a new Pretence, 
lately taken up to delude ſimple Minds, of a legal 
Property, and a civil Right; for that is but a Shiſt 


con- 
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-oncerning the Right of Tyths, when they ſee 
. — Claims will not ſerve the Turn; but 


Jet us hear what the Makers of the Laws ſay of 


them, thoſe from whom they claim; and paſſing 
by the Saxons Times, and King Stephen, and the 
reſt of thoſe who were in the Mid-night of Popery, 
let us come to Henry the 8th, who caſt off the 
Pope, and upon whoſe Law, all others that were 


ſince made are builded, and in the Preamble of 


the AR, it is declared, That Tyths are due to God 
and holy Church, and they blame Men for being fo 
wicked as not to pay them; and therefore that 
Law is made, and here is the Ground of the Law, 
not any Property or civil Right in Prieſts or o- 
thers, and therefore, it the Law require them, as 
due by Divine Right, he that faith they are only 
due by human Right, cannot claim them, nor ought 
to recover them by that Law, for he claims them 


by another Right ; and for any Man to claim that 


by human Right, from human Law, which com- 
mands them as due by Divine Right, is but a meer 
Deccit. And that Law of Her. the 8th, and the 
reſt, did not upon any civil Ground ſet up, or con- 
ſtitute the Payment of T'yths, but takes it for 
granted, that Tyths are due to God and Holy Church; 
and therefore the Foundation of the Law being ta- 


ken away, that they are not due to God and holy 


Church, the Law falls to the Ground ; for the Law 
not making them due, but ſuppoſing them due by 
a former Right, if they were not ſo due, the 
Law cannot be binding. | 

That Tyths were never, till now of late, pre- 


tended a civil Right, is plain; for as they were 


impoſed by the Pope, ſo were they triable in his 
Courts; and thoſe very Laws made by late Par- 
liaments, did appoint them to be ried in the F.c- 
cleſiaſtical Courts, and reſtrained the tem 
riſdiction, as the Acts themſelves teſtifie. 
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oſ them, bind the Conſcience? For if Tyths be 


But what is the Property that is now claimed? 


is it in a Perſon? that cannot be, for the Prieſt hath 


them not till he enter his Office, and when he parts 
with that, he loſeth his Tyths: So the Prieſt hath 

no Property, but his Office; and what is that? It 
was a Popiſh Office when Tyths were firſt paid to 


it, and how comes the ah yi why to continue no] 


the Office is laid aſide, and the Pope that ſet them 
up? But how can a civil Right or Property be 
retended, when the Author was the Pope? The 
End for a Ow Spiritual Office, and reco- 
vered in an Eccleſiaſtical (called) Court,, are not 
theſe Covers grown too ſhort ? pe 
And in the Act of 32 H. 8. Tyths are called 
Spiritual Gifts And there, of impropriate Fyths 
ſold after the Diſſolution, it's ſaid, they are now 
made Temporal: And before that Time, it was 
never heard that Tyths were called a Temporal 
Right. . F 


But it's farther ſaid, Theſe Laus were made by | 
Parliaments, the Repreſentatives of the People 
And though Tyths were not due before, yet they | 

might give Tyths, becauſe their own, they being 

the Body of #he People. 1 


This would ſuppoſe a particular Conſecration, 
or Donation of the People, not only as in their 
Legiſlative Capacity, to bind themſelves by a Lau, 
but by a particular Act of Free-Gift : But it's plain, 
the Act never intended any ſuch dw for it gives 


nothing, but commands what was before. 


And as to the Law it ſelf, and all other Laws 


of Kings, Parliaments, Popes, Councils, Biſhops, 


and what ever elſe was by any Man made for the 
Payment of T yths fince Chriſt Jeſus came in the 
Fleſh, joined altogether, how do they all, or any 


ww 
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8 


and almoſt generally granted: Who hath ſet them 
up? The Law of Man at beſt; And who is Man, 
that makes a Law in the Place where God diſan- 
nulled his own Command? Is it better to obe 

Man than God ? Or is Man grown wiſer than his 
Maker? Who put this Power into the Hand of 


Man, to raiſe a compulſory Maintenance for Mi- 


niſters? That any Parliament have Power, to make 
any binding Law for the Maintenance of thoſe they 


call Miniſters, for doing a Work which they call 


Worſhip of God, and torce the People to ſubmit 
to it, the clear Light of this Age doth generally 
condemn; for they are much more like to ſet u 

and maintain thoſe who are contrary to Chrift, than 
Chriſt's Miniſters, who never looked for, nor durſt 
own ſuch a Way of Proviſion. Will any ſay they 


have Power? From whom had they it? Is it de- 


rived from the People? That cannot be. Haye 
they any other Power committed to them? How 
is it? As they are Magiſtrates; if ſo, the Turk, and 


all Infidel Magiſtrates have the like? Or is it as 


they are Chriſtian Magiſtrates? Then may not 


France, Spain, &c. claim the ſame? For what Na. 


tion in Europe will not ſay they have a Chriſtian 


ee though far the greater Part of them 
be Papiſts? And may not a Papiſt by as good 
Right require and compel Maintenance for his Mi- 
niſters, as Hey. the 8th, or any other could, or can 


do? But that I may not be miſtaken, as if I went 


about to take away the Magiſtrate's Power to raiſe 
Taxes, Aſſeſſments, or other Charges, for the Ser- 


vice and Defence of the Nation, it is needful to di- 
{tinguiſh between thoſe Things that are called Civil, 
and ſuch as are called Spiritual » For civil Ends 
and Uſes, the People may give Power to their Re- 
8 to raiſe Monies, or any other civil 


hing, becauſe in ſuch Things they are their own 


Maſters-: 
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not due by the Law of God, as is herein roved, 
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Maſters: But in Matters of Religion, and ſpiritual 
Things, no Man can give Power unto another, to 
impoſe any Thing upon himſelf, or his Neighbour ; 
for in thoſe Things every one is to be accountable 
unto God, and to ſtand and fall to his own Mafter, 
And thus we give unto God, the Things that 
are God's; and unto Ceſar, the T hings that are his; 
paying Tribute to whom Tribute is due. But as 
for all Laws made in the Will of Man, in the 
Things of God, and their heavy Puniſhments in- 
flicted upon ſuch as cannot for Conſcience Sake 


* 


conform unto them, "uy reach not the Conſcience, 


and therefore make no Sin againſt God. 


And as concerning the Laws of K. Hen, the Sth, 


and Edu. the 6th, it may be conſidered, ſome of 
them were made by a Popiſh King and Parliament, 
and the reſt, in the Glimmerings of Light, when 
Men were but ſeen as Trees; and therefore, to 
make their Laus a Rule for this Day of clear and 
Sun-ſhine Light, ſavours too much of the old Po- 
piſh Spirit, and is a Shame to our Reformation: 
And if it be ſaid, Papiſts might, and did make 
good Laws; it's true, in temporal Things they 
did, but not in Things of Religion, wherein they 
are differenced from us, becauſe Papiſts. 

But were the Law juſt in commanding Tyths, 
can it be equal to give double or treble Damage, 
where they are not paid? If any Man owe a juſt 
and due Debt, no more by Law can be recovered, 
but what the Debt is, beſides the Charges of the 
Law + How cruel therefore are theſe Laws and Or- 
dinances, which in a Matter of ſo much juſt Scruple, 
require and impoſe the double or treble Value? 
And how unrighteous are all ſuch Perſons, as by 
Force of ſuch Laws receive them? For if Tyths 
were due, is theretore the treble Value due, becauſc 
the Law hath made that Penalty? Where is Equi- 
ty or Juſtice in either ? The Pope and his Adhe- 

| rents 
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rents did only excommunicate. the Refuſer till he 
conformed ; and till theſe late Laws, ſuch Penalties 
as Impriſonment and treble Damage were never 
known. And here what was by our Forefathers 
Superſtition (whom we look back at, as afar off, 
and pity,) begun in Ignorance, we build up, and 
confirm with Tyranny ; and inſtead of their Rods, 
make to our ſelves Scorpions. | 
But herein is not all, but the Law requires eve=- 
ry Man to ſet out the Tenth, and ſo makes him a 
voluntary Agent, in that, againſt which his Con- 
ſcience teſtifies, which is moſt cruel and unrighteous; 
and him that cannot do fo, they ſue and hale be- 
fore Courts and Magiſtrates, and there they get 
JAI of treble Damage, and by that Judgment 
requently take Five-Fold, yea ſometimes Ten- 
fold the Value: Shall not theſe Things render this 
Age, which ſo much pretends to Reformation, con- 
temptible to future Generations? And for theſe 
Things, ſhall not even Papiſts riſe up in Judgment 
againſt us, and condemn us ? | 
But how is it that any Law for Tyths is now 
executed? Do not all Laws and Statutes for Tyths 
reftrain the Tryal of them to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, and prohibit the temporal Courts from med- 
dling with them? And ſince the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts are * deſtroyed, who have Power to give 
Judgment for Tyths? No temporal Judge pro- 
, ceeding according to the Laws for Tything. How 
is it then, that ſo many Perſons are ſued, proſecu- 
ted, and unjuſtly vexed for Tyths in all the Courts 
at Weſtminſter; and not only ſo, but in the Sheriff's 
Court, and other petty Courts in the Country ? 


Object. 
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N. B. This was in the Time of the Common-Wealth, 
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Object. If it be ſaid, The Statute gives double Da- 
mages and Cofts, and no Court being appointed where 
that ſball be recovered, it muſt be ſuppoſed to be the 


- 


Common-Law Courts. 


1 anſwer, by asking of what muſt they give the 5 


double or treble Damage, ſeeing they are reſtrained 
from trying for the ſingle Value? If they cannot 
judge the one, how can they award the other? 
will they condemn an Acceſſary, before they try 
the Principal? What is this but to make the Law 
a Noſe of Wax, or any Thing, to uphold another 
unrighteous Kingdom. 1 5 

Object. It will be ſaid, Juſtices of Peace have 
Power. It may be ſo by an Ordinance, but no Act 
of Parliament, which is the Law of England; and 
that they do it, many poor People feel; for gene- 
rally they give treble Damages for all Manner of 
Tyths, when as the Statute give but double; and 
Coſts, and that only for predial Tyths: And they 
uſually execute their Precepts by ſuch Perſons as 
will do it effectually, who take generally five 
Times more than the Value, which they appraiſe 
and ſell far under the Worth; and he that cannot 
comply with their Cruelty, and confeſs their Judg- 
ment juſt, by accepting back what they will return, 
doth frequently ſuffer five or ſix-fold, yea often 
ten- fold Damage. And here the Fingers of the 
Jones are too often found, by conſcientious Men, 


lar more heavy than the Loins of the Law, nay | 


more than of the old Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or the 
Pope himſelf, who hath no ſuch Penalties. I write 
what I can prove by manifold Inſtances. 8 
Though theſe Oppreſſions be many and great, 
yet are they not all that this Age exerciſes; for by 
a new Device, under Pretence that Prieſts are not 
able to pay Tenths to the Protector, unleſs every 


Man 
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Man pay them their Tyths, they ſue Men for all 
Manner of Tyths by Eugliſb Bill in the Exchequer, 
and there would force them upon their Oaths, to 
declare what 'I'yths they have, when as in the E- 
eleſiaſtical Courts, the Ordinary might not examine a 
Man upon his own Oath, concerning his own Tyth: 
And here ſuch as either make Conſcience of Swear- 
ing, which Chritt torbids, or cannot themſel ves tell 
what Tyth they had, are caſt into Priſon for Con- 
tempt, where they may lie as long as they live, 
no Law in the Nation reaching them any Relief: 
And divers upon this Account, have long lain in 
the Fleet, and yet are there; and J believe above an 
hundred Suits are in the Exchequer * depending, 
and Proceedings ſtopt at this Point; the Hearts of 
the very Officers of the Court relenting with Pity, 
towards ſuch Numbers of poor Men brought thi- 
ther every Term, from the moſt remote Parts of 
the Nation, and ſome of them not for above twelve 
Pence; ſuch mercileſs Cruelty lodges in the Hearts 
of many, if not the moſt of our pretended Goſpel- 
" Miniftry... ; „„ 

Oh ſhameful Reformation! What! compel a 
Man himſelf, to ſet out the Tyth of his own Goods 
to maintain a Hireling-Prieſt, it may be, one open- 
ly prophane, and ſo make him fin againſt his own 
Conſcience, .or take from him thrice, or rather five 


{ Times as much ! and not only ſo, but to force him 


to ſwear what T'yths he had, or commit him to Pri- 
ſon, there to lie without Hope of Relief: Doth 
not the Cry of theſe Abominations reach through 
Palace-Walls, and enter Parliament-Doors? Surely 
they reach the Gates of Heayen : And though 
Man have forgotten his fair Promiſes, God will in 
due Time break theſe Bands, and ſend Relief ano- 
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ther Way. Oh curſed firſt-Fruits and Tenths, the 
ſuperſtitious Relique of Popery, and Wages of Un- 
righteouſneſs, the Cauſe and Cover of all theſe Ex. 
_ chequer-Suits, and of moſt of theſe Milchiefs ! Mu 
we {till have Prieſts and Tyths? Then may we not 
' wiſh for old Priefts, and old Eccleſiaſtical Courts? 
for much more Moderation was in them, and even 
Papiſts would bluſh at our Cruelties. Did but the 
Magiſtrate ſee what Havock is made in the North, 
what driving of Goods, the Oxerf out of the Plow, 
the Cows from poor and indigent Children, what 
carrying of Pots, Pans, and Kertles, yea and fetch- 
Ing the very Clothes off poor People's Beds, he 
would either be aſham'd of ſuch Juſtices, or ſuch 
Priefts, or Tyths, or of them all. Such Inſtances 
J could give, as would make the Reader's Ear's to 
tingle : And he that cannot believe me, let him 
ſend into Cumberlang, and .he ſhall meet with tew 
that cannot inform him of it; or do but let him go 
a little after Harveſt, and he may find the Juſtices 
ſo buſy, as if they had little other Work to be do- 
ing. But whither have I digreſſed? Let me re- 
turn to hear what the next can ſay. 


3. And theſe plead the Gift of thoſe that were 


formerly Poſſeſſors of the Land, and ſay, The 


that pay Tyths, do but that which their Anceſtors 
juftly charged upon them. 


To ſuch I anſwer, that it's true, many Anceſtors 
gave Tyths which of them were requir'd, as before 
hath been declar'd; but what is that to us? Or 


how are we thereby bound? Did ever any Man, 


in any Deed or Conveyance of his Land, expreſs 
any ſuch Gitt, or make any Exception of Tyths ! 
I never ſaw or heard of ſuch a Thing; and let thoſe 
who can find ſuch Reſervations, make their claim; 
but I believe it will not be in Euglaud. That which 

| | this 
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this Sort pleads, ſeems to make a Ground for a di- 
ſtin& Property; for if there be a Property, it muſt 
of Necellity ariſe from him that was the true Own- 
er, and had Power to charge himſelf and his Poſte- 
rity; and theſe ſay, they have as good Right to the 
tenth Part, as the Owner hath to the nine, and that 
he never purchaſed it, and the like. Untoall which 
I anſwer, that though it were true, and could be 
proved, That mine Anceftors gave Tyths, and that 
for ever, yet am J not thereby bound to pay them, 
or ſtand any Way chargeable with them, It's true, 
when they were Owners of Land, they might them- 
ſelves yield and ſet forth what Part of their In- 
creaſe they pleaſed, or might have given the Tenth, 
or any other Part of their Land, as they would, or 
they might have charged upon the Land, what 
Rent they liked ; but they could not charge their 
Poſterity, with that which was no Way theirs, nor 
which in any true Senſe, Conſtruction, or Under- 
ſtanding, they could be ſaid to have any Property 
in, and which is not paid, by Reaſon ot that which 
is derived from them; for T yth is neither paid of 
Land, nor by Reaſon of the Land, but is paid by 
Reaſon of the Increaſe or Renewing ; and there- 
fore the Doctrines of the old Fathers, the Statute 
of Ed. the 6th. and ſo the Popiſh Laws for Tyths, 
do as well require the Payment of the Tenth Part 
of Men's Profits and Gain, whether by Trade, Com- 
merce or Merchandize, as of the Fruits of the 
Earth, yea the tenth Part of Wages, and all Perſo- 
nal Increaſe, though not raiſed immediately by 
Land : And ſurely no Man will ſay, that he pays 
| Tyth of theſe becauſe his Anceſtor charged him 
with them ; nor will any Man allow, that another 
Perſon, by any Gift of his Anceſtor, can have ano- 
ther diſtin& Property in the tenth Part of the Fruit 
of his Labours; and the Caſe is the ſame as to all 


| Tyths, whether predial, perſonal or mixt; if I fit 
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Tenth, all Charges deducted ; 
Tenth of Charges and all. = 

Mine Anceſtor could not charge me with that 
which doth not accrue by Reaſon of that which 
J have from him; nor am I bound, becauſe mine 
Anceſtor left me Land, to pay Tyth, which is not 
Paid by Reaſon of the Land, but of the Increaſe, 
unto which I am no more tied by Law, than he 
is who hath Increaſe without Land. If I have 
Land, and no Increaſe, J pay no I yths; if I have 
Increaſe, though no Land, I ought by Law to pay 
Tyths. If I husband my Land, ſo that the Increaſe 
of it is not to be ſevered, no Tyth can be recovered 
of it; and therefore if I paſture my Land, no Tyth 
ſhall be paid for the Graſs, which is eaten unſevered, 
but only a Rate-T'yth for that which doth de- 
paſture on it; which makes it plain, that Tyth is 
not paid by Reaſon of the Land, but of the Stock; 
and in that alſo, it lies in my Power to make the 
Tyth much, little, or nothing; If I plow and 
ſow Corn, the tenth Part of the Increaſe is gene- 
rally more worth than the Land on which it grows, 
which comes not by the Land which deſcends from 
the Anceſtor, but becauſe of the Increaſe, won by 
the great Charge, Induſtry, and Labour of the Huſ- 
bandman. Tt I paſture my Ground with Sheep 
that yield a Fleece, the Tyth will be con ſiderable, 
though not ſo much as by Corn. If T paſture with 
Cuws or breeding Cattle, a much leſs Tyth is * ; 


any Thing renewing upon the Land, no Tyth can be demand- 
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And if 1 eat with Horſes and barren Cattle, a ſmall 


and inconſiderable Rate is only requir'd, though in 
few Places of the Nation would that be recovered 
in the Times of greateſt Height of Popiſh Lays. 
But if I plant Wood, and let it ſtand for Timber 


or if I ſtore my Land with Beaſts which be feræ 


nature, wherein there is no perſonal Property, no 
Tyth thall be paid. Or if I will let my Land lie 
waſte, (which may be ſuppoſed, becauſe it may be 
done,) or will eat my Meadtw, or Corn ſtanding, 
no Tyth can be required. All theſe Inſtances ma- 
nifeſt, ey hy hath ſtill Relation to the Stock and 
perſonal Eſtate, and not to the Land; and is paid 


by Reaſon of the Stock, and not the Land; and 


ſo no Anceſtor could lay and perpetuate ſuch a 
Charge as Tyth upon it, nor could he bind his Suc- 
ceſſor to it. If by my Anceſtor I am bound to pay 
'Tyths, ratione tenure, or in Conſideration of the 
Land which he leaves me, to what Value muſt it 
be? I may yearly pay more than the Land he 
leaves me is worth: If I keep it in Tillage, and if 
I paſture it, I need not pay the twentieth Part; 
have not I herein (without Fraud to my Anceſtors) 
Power to pay much or little ? * How is this like 
a Rent-Charge certain, which is by ſome objected ? 
If Tyths were paid by Reaſon of the Land, ſurely 
there is moſt Reaſon, that the Tenth Part of the 
Graſs renewing upon all Paſture-Grounds ſhould be 
paid; 


— — 


* It may be farther ſhewn, that there is no Parity of Rea- 
ſon between Tyths and a Rent-Charge fix'd upon Lands; for 


a2 Rent. Charge is paid by Reaſon of the Land on which it is 


charged (in which, he that charg'd had a Property) but Tyths 
are not paid by Reaſon of the Land, but by Reaſon of ho 


Stock and Labour of the preſent Occupier of the Land. If 


: | 
there be no Increaſe, no Profit made, no Crop planted, nor 


ed, 
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paid ; for the Land till brings that with it, and 
it's eaſily divideable by Rent, or Let by Month, 
„„ | It 


— 


—_— A. * as 


— — 


ed. But for the Non-Payment of a Rent-Charge, he on 
whom it 1s ſettl'd, may enter upon and poſſeſs the Land which 
is charg'd with the Payment of it. But for Non-bayment 
of Tyths, he who claims them, cannot enter upon, or poſ- 
ſeſs the Land, but is made whole out of the Stock of the Oc- 
cupier. All which de ſtrates, that it is the Stock, nor 
the Land, of which the Tyth is paid. Now fince Tyths are 
nat the tenth Part of the Land, but the tenth bart of the 
Increaſe of the Stock, and ſeeing the Labour, Care, skill, 
Induſtry, and Diligence of the Occupant, is involved, and 
neceſſarily included in the Stock, as inftrumental Means and 
Cauſes of producing the Increaſe: a perpetual Grant of Tyths, 
implies a Grant nat only of other Men's Stocks, in which 
the Granters had no Property, but of other Men's Labours, 
Care, Skill, Diligence, and Induſtry alſo, long before they 
were begotten ; upon which Suppoſirton, all Men, but Priefs, 
fince Ethelwolf's Time (the firſt King of England who made a 
Grant of Tyths) muſt be born Slaves. under an Obligation to 
employ their Time, Pains, Induſtry, and Skill, in working for 
the Priefs. But whether it be rational to admit in Eshelwolf, 
or any other, a Power to impoſe the Neceſſity of ſuch a ſervile 
Condition on their Poſterity, let the Reader judge. 
And if we ſuppoſe, that Ethelwolf had an ample Power of 
diſpoſing what he pleaſed. or that the People had by Conſent 
joined with him in the Donation, every Man according to 
the Intereſt he had; yer neither could he fingle, nor he and 
they conjoyn'd, grant any more than belonged to themſelves; 
for tis an indiſputable Maxim, that * No Man can transfer more 
Right to another. than he himſelf hath. They might have diſpoſed 
of what Part of the Land they pleaſed, they might have given 91 
the tenth Part of the Land, the tenth Acre, c. But for them 
to make a Grant of the tenth Part of the Profits of the Land 
for ever, is repugnant to Reaſon. Juſtice, and Equity; they 
are therefore greatly miſtaken. who take Tyths to be no more 

than a Rent-Charge and urge it, That the Owners might as well 

make 4 Grant of Tyths for ever, as ſet a Rent Charge upon their Lands for 

ever. | 
Tho? this Argument has been urg'd for the Reaſon and 
Lawfulneſs of paying Tyths, yet if we conſider e 
| | the 


— 1 
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— 


Nemo plus juris ad alium trans ferre poteſt, quam ipſe haberet. 
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Tf another hath as good Right to the tenth Part of 
the Increaſe, as the Owner hath to the nine, wh 
cari he not take it without the Owner's ſetting it 
out, or recover it by Action of Debt or W 
| ut 


rn 2 —_— 


— 
— 
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the Nature of each, we ſhall find a vaſt Difference: For if a 
Man ny a Farm, on which a Rent-Charge is ſettled, he is 

chargea 

Fark or not. Whence it is evident, that a Rent-Charee be- 

ing a Charge upon the Land, not upon the Sock, and Thy 
being a Charge upon the Stock, not upon the Lend, tho' our 


Anceſtors had Power to lay a Rent-Charge upon their own Lands, 


in which they had Property, yet they could not have a Power 
to grant Tyths out of other Men's Stocks, in which they 
— * no Property. Again, 

Tho' it ſhould be urged, That Thths were ſettled by thoſe that 
were actually ſeized of them in Law; yet if Tyths be the Tenth of 
the Profits or Increaſe of the Land, they who were actually 


ſeized of them in Law. could ſettle no more than they were | 


ſeized of, and they could actually be ſeized of no other 


Profits or Increaſe, than what did grow, increaſe, or renew . 


upon the Land, while they were actually ſeized of it: ſo that 
ſuch Settlement. how valid ſoever, while they lived, muſt 
needs expire with them. Hencecan any one with Reaſon 
urge, that they who were poſſeſt of Land an Hundred Years 
ago, could then ſettle and diſpoſe of the Profits and Increaſe 
that ſhall grow and ariſe upon the Land an Hundred Years af- 
ter, fince that Profit cannot ariſe barely from the Land, but 
from the Labour, Induſtry, and Stock of the Occupier > Were 
ever any actually ſeized of the Labour of the Husbandman's 
Hands, of the Sweat of his Brows, of the Judgment, Under- 
ſterſtanding, and Skill, that God hath given him; of the Stock 
he employs, the Coſt he beſtows, the Care, Pains, Induſtry, 
and Diligence he exerciſes for the obtaining a Crop? | 

Again, if we conſider the Practice of our Anceſtors, in their 
Donations of Tyths. we may find, that they did not look up- 
on Tyths to be at all in the Nature of a Rent- Charge; for 
they took great Care by Legal Settlements, to ſecure and aſſure 
thoſe Rent-Chargesz but made no Proviſion (for ſome Hundred 
Years) for the Payment of Tyths, fave by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; 
nor was the Knack of ſuing for Tyths in Temporal Courts found 
out, till of late Years; which argues, that as they gave Tyths 
at firſt in a religious (tho*. blind) Devotion, ſo they intended 
the Continuance of them ſhould have depended on Devotion 
alſo. Thomas Ellwood's Foundation of Tyths ſhaken. 


le with, and liable ro pay it, whether he employ his 
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But it 1s clear there is no Title till it be ſet forth, 
and then if the Owner carry it away, an Action of 
Treſpaſs lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and given 
it to another, and fo altered his Property, as, one 
Man doth, by marking his Cattle for another Man, 
and therefore it is, that the Law which commands 
Tyths, doth not give Power to any to take the 
Tyth, becauſe he had no Title, but enjoyns the 
Owner to ſet it forth, and ſo make it another's by 
his own Conſent: | TT 
If any Man claim Tyths by my Anceſtor's Gift, 
may I not ask, to whom, and for what, my Anceſ- 
tors gave them? And it 1s plain beyond Denial, that 
all thoſe Gifts of Lands or Fyths in England, ſince 
Auguſtin the Monk planted the Popiſh Faith, and 
preached up the new 3 of Lyths, were gi- 
ven to Popiſh Prieſts, for ſaying Prayers tor the 
Souls of the Givers, and their deceas'd Anceſtors, 
as old Conſecrations do witneſs: And therefore 
in Reaſon, if the Conſideration and Service be ceaſ- 
| ed, ſo ought alſo the Wages, for no Man, in Law | 
or Equity, ought to claim Wages when he will not 
do the Work tor which it was given; and ſeeing c 
thoſe Popiſh Priefts and Prayers are laid aide, the ] 
Gift (if any ſuch were, and could be binding) ought F 
to return to the Donor, and may not without his 


Conſent be perverted to another Uſe. 2 
Tyth was never claimed in Reſpect of any Own- 1 

_ © exrſhip in the Land, but ex debito, by 5 

Shepherd. the Law of God, for Subſtraction | al 
© whereot, no Remedy lay at the Con- 2 


mon-Law ; and therefore, if a Parſon let a Leaſe 
of his Glebe to another, with all the Appurtenan- 
© ces, yet he himſelf ſhall have Tyth of it. 
© Terre non ſunt Decimabiles; and therefore nei- 
© ther Mives nor Quarries of Iron, Brass, 
Cook. © Tin, Lead, Coals, Stones, Tile, Brick, or 
| Lime, are tythable, nor Houſes ; nor Trees, 
© nor Graſs, nor Cory, till they be ſevered * Xt 
| Land, 
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Land, the real Eſtate which deſcends by Inheri- 


© tance from the Anceſtor, and made a 
diſtinct perſonal Poſſeſſion. And Confmiler is 
therefore 'T'yth is not paid of Land, !1c91@'Teſpaſs 
nor by Reaſon of the Land, nor is it rate yr 1 Shark 
a Charge upon Land, like a Rent- ate Goods. 
Charge, nor was it ever ſo claimed, 

till of late, that the *Popi/h Covers were not broad 
enough. | en, 
Obj. But ſome object and ſay, When ] bought my 
Land, I bought not the Tyth, nor paid any Thing 
or tt. 

4 Anſfw. T anſwer, That I and all Men bought all 
our Land, and that without any Charge of Tyth 
upon it; and therefore in all Conveyances, it's ſtill 
faid, All that, &c. and ngyer any Covenant for, or 
Exemption of, a tenth Part, either of Land or In- 
creaſe ;. and to him that ſaith, the Seller, or his An- 


ceſtor charged it with Tyths, as a Rent, I fay, 


where a Rent is charged, it is ſtill expreſſed; and 


find any ſuch Exception or Covenant, and I will 


freely pay them as a juſt Debt. And is it not ri- 
diculous, for any to talk of purchaſing his Tyth? 
For with his Labour, Charge, and Husbandry, he 
pays dear enough for his whole Increaſe. 

Obj. Another objects, T hat though I bought all 
my Land, yet 1 bought it cheaper, (becauſe it was 

ſuppoſed, that it ought to pay Tyths) than I could have 
' bought ſuch Land as was known to be Tyth-free; aud 
therefore having a cheaper Bargain, I am bound in 
Equity to pay Tyths. * 

| Anſw. 


N. B. Let the Reader conſider, * har it is the Purchaſer buys, 
and what it is Tyths are deman led of. The Puichaic: bays il e 
Land, and that he buys intire. No Tyth Land, no tenth A- 
cre is ever excepted expreſly or implicitly; but he buys rhe. 
I pole Field or Farm, the ten Part as well as the nine. But 3 

this 


hays 
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Anſw. I anſwer, that I have already proved all 
Land is T'yth-free, and the Charge of 1 yth is up- 
on the Stock and perſonal Eſtate, and not upon. 
the Land. And the Strength of this Objection, lies 
in comparing thoſe that pay Tyths with thoſe that 
are free; they that buy Lands T'yth-tree, are eaſed 
of this Oppreſſion, and are in no Hazard; and tho 

8 all 


this Purchaſe he buys the Land, not the Profits or Increaſe, 
which by Husbandry and manuring may ariſe upon the Land 
in Time to come; for they are uncertain, and the Seller who 
makes him an Aſſurance of the Land will not undertake to 
aſſure hin! a future Increaſe and Profit from the Land; nor 
were it reaſonable to expect it. When therefore he has this 
Land. if he will have Profit and Increaſe from it, he muſt 
purchaſe that after another Manner. He pays for that, (and 
many Times dear enough too) by the Labour and Charge 
he beſtows in Tilling, Dreſſing, and Manuring it. And if 
in this Senſe, he may be ſaid to purchaſe the nine Parts of 
the Crop or Increaſe, in the ſame Senſe he purchaſeth the 
tenth Part alſo, for he beſtows his Charge and Pains on all 
alike; and the tenth Part ſtands him in as much as, any one 
of the nine. Thus then the Buyer firſt purchaſeth the Land, 
and afterward the Occupier, whether Owner or Tenant, 
purchaſeth the Crop. The one buys the Land, by laying down 
ſo much Money, the other obtains the Crop, by beſtowing 
ſo much Charge, and ſo much Labour, &*. And as in the 
Purchaſe of the Lands, the Buyer doth as really buy the 
tenth Acre, or tenth Part of the Lands, as the ninth or any 
other Part of the nine; ſo in the Purchaſe of the Crop, the 
Occupier doth as really purchaſe the tenth Part of the Profits 
and Increaſe. as he doth the ninth, or any other Part of the 
nine; and after the ſame Manner. he lays his Dung on 40 

alike, he ſows his Seed on all ajike, he plows all alike, he be- 

ſtows Pains and Charge, and exerciſes his Skill and Care e- 

qually on all. Thus it appears, that Tths are really purchaſed by 
them, by whom the nine Parts are purchaſed, and do really 

belong ro them, to whom the nine Parts do belong; whe- 

ther Tyths be underſtood of Lands or of Profits. If of 
Lands, the Purchaſer doth as really buy the tenth Acre as any 

of the nine. and gives as much for it. If of Profits. the tenth 

Sheaf, or tenth Part of the Crop. doth coſt the Occupier as much 

to the full. as any other of the nine Perts. 
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all others ought to be ſo, yet it being a Queſtion 
whether they can eaſe themſelves of the Burden, 
they buy under an Hazard, and as ſubject to ſuch a 
Charge; but if they can caſt off the Yoke, they get 
but what is their own: And ſeeing we have deni- 

ed the Pope's Authority and Supremacy, we may 
ſo ſoon as we can, wholly cait off the Burdens 
which he laid on us. And thus, he that buys Land 

in Years of Trouble and heavy Taxes, may perhaps 
buy much cheaper than when none, or little is paid: 
Shall he theretore always be PT Ny to pay Tax- 
es when others are diſcharged ! Or ſhall he that 
bought cheap Pennyworths on the Borders between 
England and Scotland, when thoſe Parts were infeſt- 
ed with Moſſe-Troopers, always maintain, or pay Tri- 
bute to Thieves and Robbers? We bought Land 
when the Pope's Yoke was upon our Necks, and if 
we can caſt it from us, we may, by as good Reaſon, 
be eaſed of our I'yths, as they of their Taxes. But 
if I bought cheaper, what is that to the State, or to 
a Prieſt? If in Equity I be bound to pay any more, 
it is moſt juſt, that he have it of whom I bought 
my Land, and not another, 


There are others, who plead a legal Right by Preſcrip= 
tion, and that they have a good Right, becauſe they 
have ſo long poſſeſſed them. 


This was the old Device, firſt to preach that 
T'yths were due, and then to limit them to the Pa- 
Fry ho and when forty Years were paſt, to claim that 
as a Debt, which before was paid as Charity, or at 
moſt as a Free- will Offering of the Owner. And 
thus the Pope got Firſt-truits and Tenths, and 
Peter-Pence, and many * great Sums out of this 
| K 2 and 


** 


n temp. H. 3. the Pope had above 129905 1. per Annum out of 
phis Nation, which was then more worth than ihe King; Revenues 
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and other Nations, which long continued ; and he 
might as well have pleaded his Preſcription, as a- 


ny of his Branches now can do. Is any fo blind, 


as not to ſee what poor Shifts are now made, to up- 


hold ſo great an Oppreſſion, which can find no bet- 


ter Ground for its Support than this, that it hath 
been ſo long continued? But ſhall the Continuance of 
an Oppreſſion give Right to perpetuate the Griev- 
ance ! How many great and heavy Preſſures, in 
other Things, did long lie on this Nation, of Cuſ- 
toms and Practices of former Times, which dail 

were, and ſtill have been aboliſhed, as Light did 
more and more increaſe ! Witneſs thoſe many Laws 
and Statutes made, and now in Force, aboliſhing 


the Uſages and Cuſtoms of former Ages; but yet 


this is a great Miſtake, for by the Common-Law 
(and the old Popiſb Eccle/iaftick-Law is out of 
Doors) no Man can preſcribe to have Pyths, tho 
many may preſcribe to be tree from T yths, or Part 
thereof; for he that claims Tyths, (except Impro- 
priators, to whom I ſhall ſpeak hereatter) mutt 
claim them as a Parſon, Vicar, or other (call'd 

Ecclefiaftick Officer, and (as J have hinted before) 


he claims them not as ſuch a Perſon, but as ſuch 


an Officer, and the Prefcription (if any were) is to 


his Office. Now if no ſuch Office be in Being, his 


Claim is at an End: That there is now no ſuch Ot 
fice, is plain, for when Her. the 8th. renounced the 
Pope, he was declared by Act of Parliament (which 
was ailented to by all the Clergy in their Conven- 
tion) to be the Head of the Church; and all Arch- 
Biſhops, Biſhops, and all others in Eccleſiaſtical 
Orders, were no longer to hold of the Pope, but 
of the King, and not to claim their Benefices by 
Title from the Pope, but of the King, by Virtue 
of that Act of Parliament. And here the Succeſ- 
ſion from the Pope was cut off, and diſcontinued ; 
and the King by his new Authority, as Head _ 
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the Church, made Biſhops, and gave them Power 
to make Parſons, Vicars, and others called Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Officers. Afterwards, as the King renoun- 
ced the Pope, ſo the Parliament of England laid a- 
ſide Kings, who had aſſumed the Title and Stile of 
Head of the Church, and alſo aboliſhed Arch-Bi- 
ſhops and Biſhops, and all their Dependencies, Root 
and Branch: And here the whole Eccleſiaſtick 
State was diſſolved, and the Body fell with the 
Head, and the Branches with the Root ; both Par- 
ſons, Vicars, and Curates, and all the. whole Pro- 
geny and Offspring, and ſo all their Right, Title, 
and Claim to T'yths, was, and is, at an End; as is 
more plainly and more fully ſet forth in a late prin- 
ted Paper, by Fer. Benſon ; to which I refer. 


And now I come to the laſt, Thoſe that claim 
by Purchaſe, and theſe are the Impropriators, and 
they ſay they have bought them of the State, and have 


paid great Sums of Money for them, and many of 
them have no other Subſiſtence. | 


| To theſe I anſwer, That I have ſhewed before, 
that in the Root all Tyth is alike, whether it be 
now claimed by a Prieſt or an Impropriator, and 
both muſt fall together. And ſeeing thoſe that fold 

them had no good Title, neither can theirs be made 
| good which is derived from them: But ſeeing it 
was the State that ſold them, and that the whole 
Nation had the Benefit of their Moneys, it is equal 
and juſt, when they cannot have what is fold, that 
their Monies be repaid ; to which Point I ſhall 
ſpeak more fully hereatter, in Anſwer to an Objec- 
tion which I meet with in my Way, needtul to be 

reſolved. 

And thus I have briefly gone over the whole 
Matter, and heard what every one can ſay, and 
have returned them Anſwers, by which it doth 


plainly 
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prey appear, that no Man at this Day can claim 
yth of another, either by Divine or Human Right; 
and that T'yths are neither due by the expreſs Law 
of God, nor by the Equity of that Law, nor by the 
| Decrees of the Church, nor Grants of Kings, nor 
Laws of Parliaments, nor Giſts of the People, nor 
Preſcription of the Poſſeſſors, nor the Purchaſe of 
Impropriators, 5 

It now only remains, that I anſwer ſome gene- 
ral Objections, which I ſhall do in as much Brevity 
as I can, and ſo leave the whole to the Reader. 


The Firſt is made by the Hate. 
The Second by Impropriators. 
And the Third by Pariſb-Minifters. 


And all theſe together object, and ſay, That tho 
it ſhould be granted, that the Right of Tyths cannot 
be proved, yet if it be found, that taking them away 
will bring great Loſs to the Publick Revenue, much 
Damage, if not Ruin, to many particular Perſons 
aud Families, and great Hazard of bringing Confu- 
ſion to the Nation, by ſuch a great Alteration, after 
ſo long a Settlement, and endanger the very publick 
Profeſſiou of Religion, by taking away Miniſter's 
Maintenance, and conſequently Miniſtry it ſelf ; it is 
not Prudence for ſatisfying ſome, to bring ſo many 
and great Inconveniences upon the Nation. 

Theſe Objections plead not for the Right of 
Tyths, but againſt the removing of them, to pre- 
vent Inconvenience; and if the one be granted, 

that T'yths are an innovated Popith Exaction and 
Oppreſſion; and neither due by Law of God or 
Man, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe ought not to ob- 
ſtruct the Removal of ſo heavy a Grievance and Op- 
preſſion, but that which is juſt ought to be done, 
which is a general Good to the whole Body, and al- 
moſt every individual Member; and then ſuch Parts 

| as 
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as are found grieved, may be afcerwards eaſed and 
relieved; and though all theſe ſhould in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſuffer, it were but juſt, ſeeing their Compliance 
with the Oppreſſor, hath brought ſuch a general 
Voke and Burden upon the whole Body, and now 
they are become the only Obſtructions of the gene- 
ral Eaſement and publick Freedom. 

And yet a few Words | ſhall anſwer to every 
one, and firſt to the State, which complains of a 
great. Loſs by taking away firſt-Fruits and Tenths, 
which are paid out of Tyths. e 

When the Pope had eſtabliſhed the Payment of 
T'yths, and ſet 7 a new 1 
after the Pattern of the Jewiſh <Priecſt- 5 N 
hood, he took upon belt 5 be 800 ow "TY 
ceſſor to the 3 High-'Prieft, and &c. 
claimed Tenths from all his inferior 
Prieſts, jure divino; and in Proceſs of Time, he got 
to himlelt, by the like Colour, firſt-Fruits allo ; 
and though it was long e'er he brought his Work 


to paſs in England, yet at laſt it was effected: You 


may by theſe following Inſtances know, how much 
our Engliſh Nation ſtruggled againſt them, 


The King ſorbad H. P. the Pope's Num- , Ed. , Rol. 
cio, to collea firſt=Fruits. Clauſ. M. 
The Pope's Collector was willed no lon- 
ger to gather the firſt-Fruits, it being a very Novelty, 
and no Perſon was any longer to pay them. 
The Commons petition, that Proviſion 4 Parl. I Ri. 

may be made againſt the Pope's Collectors 2. Nu: 66. 


for levying of firſt Fruits. 


The King in Parliament anſtvers, There fhall be | 


granted a Prohibition in all ſuch Gaſes, where the 
Pope's ColleGars ſball attempt any ſuch Novelties. 


Upon 
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tend to have caſt off the Pope, and leſt the Head- 
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Rol. Parl. Upon Complaint made by the Commons 

4. R. 2- in Parliament, the King willeth that Pro- 

Se oe. hibitions be granted to the Pope's Collectors 

6. R. 2. for receiving of firſt-Fruits. 

Nu. 50. Firſt-Fruits, by Arch=biſhops and Bi- 

6 Hen. 4. Hops #0 the Pope, were termed an horri- 
ble Miſchief, and danmable Cuſtom. 


Rol. Parl. T he Pope s Collectors were requir d from 


9 Hen. 4 thenceforth, not to levy any Money within 


The Pope thus claiming firſt-Fruits and Tenths 
as annexed to his Chair, Succeſſor to the Fewiſh 
High-Prieft, and Head of the Church, continued 


to collect them, till H. the 8th, diſcontented with 


the Pope, though himſelf was a Papiſt, renounceth 
the Pope's Supremacy, and aſſumes it to himſelf; 
and by Act of Parliament in the 26th Year of his 
Reign, got firſt-Fruits and Tenths annexed to his 
Crown, as Head of the Church; and ſo himſelf be- 
came worſe than the Pope, taking the Wages, but 
not doing the Pope's Work : And that which be- 
fore by Parliaments, in Height of Popery, was de- 
clared a damnable Cuſtom, was now, in the Begin- 
ning of Reformation, made a Foundation-Stone to 


ſupport the Greatneſs of the new-made Head. 


Afterwards, Queen Mary, not daring to afſume 
the Headſhip of the Church, did relinquiſh, and by 
Act of Parliament wholly took away firft-Fruits and 
Tenths, ſhe doing no Work to deferve ſuch Wa- 
ges. And what a Shame is this to our Nation, and 
our great Profeſſions, aſter ſo long talk of Refor- 
mation, now to plead for ſuch Wages of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, firſt exacted by the Pope, and then by ſuch 
as aſſumed to themſelves the Stile of Head of the 
Church, who _ that very Account had them an- 
nexed to the Crown ? And ſhall we now, who pre- 
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ſhip of the Church unto Chriſt, (worſe like than 
Queen Mary) uphold ſuch wicked Oppreſſions, 
which are the Ground of a great Part of good 
Men's Sufferings for Tyths this Day? For the 
Pretence of paying Tenths is the Ground of the ma- 
ny Suits for Pyths in the Exchequer, where other- 
wiſe by Law they could not, nor ought to be reco- 
vered. And as to the publick Revenue, I am in- 
formed they add not much thereunto, but all or a 
reat Part of them, are given in Augmentations to 
Prictts, who, no doubt, will receive them without 
Scruple ; though I know, many of them, not lon 
ſince, did complain againſt them as a Popith Op- 
preſſion. But take away T yths, and there are as 
many Glebe-Lands will fall to the Nate, as will ful- 
ly make up that Loſs, which they may as well 
take away, as their Predeceſſors did the Revenues of 
Abbies and Monafteries ; and when the People are 
eaſed of Tyths, they will be better able, and more 
willing, to enlarge the publick Treaſury, if it be 
found wanting. | 
But it's hoped, our State rather looks at the 
Freedom of the People, than the Increaſe of the 
Revenue; ſeeing ſo lately they took away the Pro- 


fits of the Court of Wards, which was a much 
better and greater Income, and granted many great 


Men ſuch Freedom for nothing, as they could nei- 
ther in Right claim, nor in Reaſon expect, with- 
out a very great Sum, their Eſtates being given 
to them to hold by ſuch Services; and ſurely, they 
will not deny the poorer Sort of People their own 
and dear bought Increaſe. 


Secondly, To Impropriators, and ſuch as have more 
lately bought Tyth-Rents. | 

And to theſe I ſay, though it be a general 

Rule, Caveat Emptor, (Let the Buyer looꝶ to that,) 

yet ſeeing the Ignorance of former Days (but 

DT t peep- 
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peeping out of Popery) did take it for grant- 
71 (both Buyer t Seller) that the Title was 
good; and fince the Purchaſers did pay great Sums 
of Money for them to the State, which went to the 
bearing and defraying the publick Charge of the Na- 
tion, it is juſt, that they have a moderate Price for 
them, with which I believe moſt, it not all, of them, 
would be well pleaſed and content; only in the 
Eftimate of that Rate they muſt conſider, that they 


have bought no more, but what the Abbey, Mona- 


ſtery, or other diflolved Houſe had; and theſe 
Houſes, out of their. appropriate Tyths, were to 
find a ſufficient Prieſt or Curate, canonically inſti- 


tuted, which was to have Allowance at the Diſcre- 
tion of the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, and alſo a con- 


venient Portion of the Tyth was to be ſet apart, 


for the Yearly Maintenance of the Poor of the Pa- 


riſh for ever, as is provided by divers Acts of Par- 
liament. And aſter the Diſſolution and Sale of 
Tyths, the like Charge was, and ought to be con- 
tinued upon them, as at large is proved, in a Trea- 
tiſe, call d, The poor Vicar's Plea; and let but ſuch 
Purchaſers look to their Original Grants, and they 
ſhall find, that the Yearly Value was but little, and 
the Rate ſmall after which they paid for them; and 
in Regard of the Charges and Hazards upon them, 
they were ſeldom, or never, efteemed more worth 
than ten Years Purchaſe, and that Rate at an in- 
different Yearly Value may well be accepted for 
them. | 

This Anſwer will pleaſe the Impropriator well, 
who hath not been without his Fears to loſe his 


Tyths, and get little or nothing for them; and it 
cannot much diſpleaſe others, becauſe it is equal 
and juſt, that ſceing he cannot have what is bought, 


he have his Money returned without Loſs. 
But the great Difficulty ſeemeth the railing of ſo 

great a Sum of Money, and who ſhall pay it? 2 4 
A | | : f 
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firſt, there are many who plead, Our Lands are 
wholly Tyth-free Others ſay, we pay a Rate, or ſmall 


 Preſeription-Rent, or have a Modus Decimandi, and 


our Tyth is very ſmall, though our Lands be of good 
Value. Others ſay, We have converted our Lands 


And in the Service and Uſe of thoſe Moneys, the 
whole Nation, and every Man therein, had his Share; 
and ſo far as thoſe Moneys went, the People were 
ſpared, as the Caſe was with us of late; and ſo he 


that had Land Fyth- free, and he that paid only a 
ſmall Rate for Tyths, and he that had Paſtures and 
no Tillage, all theſe ſhared in the Sum, yea, and 


the very Impropriator himſelf ; and not according 
to the Proportion of 'T'ything, but according to 
the Value of their Eſtates in Lands or Goods, by 
which they had been otherwiſe chargeable : And 
ſo the Impropriator depoſiting ſo much Money up- 


on a Pledge, the one being required, the other 


muſt be returned, and by a general Tax it muſt be 
| : | ag N raiſed, 
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raiſed, wherein every one muſt bear his Proportion, 
the very Impropriator himſelf. 5 

But then in comes he that bought the Lands of 
Abbe ys, Oc. which, he ſaith, The Pope had made 
Tyth-free, and that when he bought his Land, he al- 
ſo paid for the Tyth, and ſo he muſt either be freed 


from paying to the Impropriator, or muſt have his Mo. 


ney returned as well as he. 

I anſwer, Though there are many ſuch Purcha- 
ſers, yet I believe, to the freeing the Nation from 
this great and long continued Oppreſſion, they, or 
moſt of them, would be content to contribute 
without any ſuch Demand: But if any ſtand 


on it, let him ſhew what he paid for his 


| u 
= 1th, and he ſhall have it, which was not a Penny; 
for, ſearch the Court ' of Augmentations, and it 
will be found, that there was not in the Value of 
| Land, the leaſt Difference made between Tyth-free, 
and that which paid T yths; as there was not of late, 
in the Sale of Biſhops, and Dean and Chapters 
Lands, many of which alſo were as much Tyth- free; 
and fo if they bought Land T'yth-free, as cheap as 


if they had paid 'I'yths; they have had Profit e- 


nough, and may now well afford to pay with their 
Neighbours. 3 


Thirdly, To Pariſb-Miniſters. 


And with theſe I deſire a little to expoſtulate 
the Matter, firſt, as touching the End of their 
Work; and ſecondly, as to the Way of their Main- 
tenance. Their Work, as they pretend, is to 
preach the Goſpel, and to propagate Religion: 
Now I would ask them, why they ſuffer (not only 
ſo many Villages, Country-Towns, and Pariſhes, 


but) even great and populous Cities and Market- 


Towns, and whole Corners of Countries, to lye de- 
ſtitute, 
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ftitute, who never could get any other Miniſter, 
than a poor Vicar, or Reading, Curate; they will 
preſently anſwer me, there is no Maintenance, and 
without that they cannot live. It 1 ask them far- 
ther, why there is no Maintenance? they will tell 
me, It is either a City or Market- Town, to which 
there belongs no Land, and ſo no Tyths; or it is 

an Impropriation, and pays only a ſmall Stipend ; 

or the Lands are T'yth-free, or claim Cuſtoms and 

Preſcriptions, and only pay ſinall Rates for Tyths; 

or otherwiſe the People have converted their a- 

rable Lands into Paſtures, and their 'T'yth is of 

ſmall Value, and will not afford a Maintenance. 

J would yet ask them again, Is not a third Part 

of the Nation in this Condition? And muſt they 

never have an able Minitter? Have they no Share in 

your Goſpel, becauſe they have no Maintenance ? 

Are none of you called to ſuch Places? Or hath 

Chriſt no Seed of Election amongſt them? If this 4 

be not your Doctrine, yet your Practice preacheth , 

it: And if you were really for ſpreading your Goſ- Þ 

pel, and enlarging Profeſſion, you would forthwith L 

throw away Tyths; for ſo long as they continue, 4 

there can never be any Poſſibility of raiſing Main- 

tenance in ſuch Places. | 

And ſecondly, as to their Maintenance, is thero 

any Indifferency, Equality, Proportion, or Juſtice, 

in their preſent Way of Tything? One Man pleads | 

he is to pay nothing to a Miniſter, becauſe the Pope | 

hath given him a Diſpenſation, and made his Land 

Tyth-free. Another Man faith, he hath a Preſcrip- 

tion to pay but a Penny (it may be) tor the Value 

of a Shilling. Another ſaith, he hath converted 5 

his Lands into Paſtures, and hath by his Artifice ſo | 

ordered it, that little is due for Tyths. Another | 

faith, he dwells in a City or Market-Town, and 
hath no Land, though it's like he gains more by 

1 Trade, 
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Trade, than ten poor Countrymen that pay Tyths 
do by their Lands. Another faith, he pays 'T'yth 
to an Impropriator, and he cannot afford to pay 
both him and a Miniſter. Is this your equal Way 
of Maintenance, ſo long upheld and pleaded for ? 
And have you not a more righteous Rule? The 
Rich generally pays little, and the poor Husband- 
man bears the Burden, even he that ſupplies the 
— Nation with the Staff of Bread, who is notwith- 
"ſtanding at more Charge in his Husbandry than 
any other; and out of the T'yth of ſuch Country- 
Pariſhes of Tillage, generally great Sums are paid 
for Augmentations, to Cities and Market-Towns, 
when the Inhabitants, that have tar greater Gains 
by Trading, go free, For Shame, at length follow 
the Example of your neighbouring Reformed 
Churches, and throw away Tyths as an old Relique 
of Popery, and no longer halt between two, and 
| betake your ſelves to a more Goſpel-like Way of 
Maintenance; for Light now breaks forth, and Pre- 
tences will no longer cover. | 
It's like you will anſwer, We confeſs the preſent 
Way of Maintenance by Tyths is very unequal, unleſs 
the whole Nation could be brought to quit all their 
Cuſtoms and Preſcriptions, and pay Tyth in Kind 
and alſo all Merchants and Tradeſmen, would pay the 
tenth Part of their Gains, as by the Pope enjoyned ; 
but that will never be gone, and therefore it's better to 
hold ſome, than loſè all; for we know not what better 
May would be provided + But ſbeu us, how we may 
have a comfortable and certain Maintenance, and 
more like the Gofpel, and we ſhall moſt willingly quit 

the one, aud embrace the other. Hh 
To this I anſwer, That there is a Way, which, 
as it would eſtabliſh the Nation upon a ſure Foun- 
dation of true Freedom (as to the Conſcience) giv- 
ing Content to all ſeparated Congregations, Soci- 
| 5 ; Ng Ow | eties, 


etics, and Perſons; ſo would it, upon the fame Ba- 
ſis of Liberty, hold forth full Satisfaction to all 
People f the Nation, both as to Miniſtry and 
Maintenance, and would be as acceptable to eve- 
ry one, as the taking away Tyths. But I have 
ſaid enough at once, and when this is a little di- 
geſted, the other will be more fit to be propoſed. 
Only to ſuch as fear Confuſion, or Frouble, or 
Loſs to the Nation, by taking away Tyths, I would 
ſay a few Words: Do bat look into almoſt eve 


Country- Town, and there ſhall you find Debate, 


Strife, and Variance, either between Man and Man, 
or between Pariſhes and their Miniſters, either a- 
bout Tyth it ſelf, the Quantity, or the ſetting it 
out; look into Courts, and there you ſhall find Suit 
upon Suit; and at Aſſizes, and before Juſtices of 
Peace, Multitudes of Tryals and Judgments about 
them : Look into Priſons, and there you ſhall find 
not a few reſtrained, and lying under great Oppreſ- 
ſions, becauſe they cannot pay them: And theſe 
Suits and Troubles are daily increaſing, and the 
Number of thoſe that will not pay them; and theſe 
are no ſmall Confuſions in our State; for it is evi- 
dent, there are more Suits, and Strife, and Diffe- 
rence, about Tyths, than any one Thing whatſoe- 
ver in the Nation; and how ſoon might all theſe 
be ended, and every one ſatisfied, by taking away 
Tyths? And then do but look upon the many 
Moors, Commons, and Waſtes, in the Nation, a- 
mounting to a full third Part of the Whole, as hath 
been computed, to the many great Paſtures and Mea- 
dos decayed for Want of Tillage, to the many 
Countrics which are turned into Paſtures and Mea- 
dows, becauſe of the great Charge of Village, Huſ- 
bandry, and the unreaſonable Payment of a clear 
tenth Part, which in moſt Places is half the Profit; 
and it will be found, nothing does ſo much hinder 


the 
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the Improvement of the Nation, which would caſe 
the pablick Burdens, and would ſoon be of more Ad- 
vantage than firſt-Fruits and Lenths. Nothing ſo 


much hinders Tillage, which often puts the Nation 
upon Hazard of Ruin, and forceth us to ſeek Bread 


out of other Countries, at immoderate Rates; when 
as this Nation is generally ſo fit for Corn, that it 
might be as a rich Granary, not only for own Supply, 
but Relief of our Neighbours when they want. 1 
might ſay a great deal more upon this Subject but 


much to this Purpoſe hath been ſaid by others, and 


therefore I ſhall conclude. 
And let no Man henceforth think it ſtrange, that 


any ſhould refuſe to pay 'Tyths; but rather wonder, 


that any will do it. 


Juſt publiſh'd, by Sam. Fuller, at the Globe in Meath ſtreet, 


A Mathematical Miſcellany, in four Parts. I. An Eſſay 
towards the probable Solution of the forty-five ſur- 
prizing Paradoxes, in Gerdon's Geograpby. 2. Fifty-five new 
and amazing Paradoxes, ſome in Verſe, ſome in Proſe 
with their Solutions. z. Anſwers to the hundred Arith- 
metical Problems left unanſwer'd in Hill's Arithmetick and 

Alexander's Algebra. 4. Miſcellaneous Rules about form- 
ing Angma's Queſtions, the Doctrine of Eclipſes, of Pendu- 
lums, the Equation of Time, &c, Price 15. 8d. bound. 
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